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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS journal 1s one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being

presented in all parts of the civilized world hy the WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims’”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES, most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for

all”, (1 l'eter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6)

15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which . . .

Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3:11-

has

been hid in God, . .. to the intent that now might be made known by the church the mamiold wisdom of God"—*which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed’.—Ephesians 3: 5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance Into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Secriptures.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord

hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confldent;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in hlg
rervice; hence our declsions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

readers to prove all its utterances by the Infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to faciltate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is ‘‘the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanshi "5, that its construction has been in progress throughout
the Gospel a e—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and &Jolishlng of consecrated bellevers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the

last of these “living stones”, “elect an

the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be th

e meeting place between God and men throughout

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every

man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

“the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the tworld”, “in due time”.—

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,;l' b‘f “partakers of the divine nature”, and share hig

glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2

Peter

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every

grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4:12; Matthew

14; Revelation 1:6; 20: 86

24:

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to he brought to il by Christ's Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his gloritied church

when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35,
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STRENGTHENED FOR VICTORY

“The Lord is my strength and song.”—Psalm 118:1}.

[YEAR TEXT FOR 1920]

ATCHERS in Zion who by the eye of faith

behold the day star rising and the great King

of kings majestically advancing in the inaugu-
ration of his glorious kingdom oeccupy a peculiarly
unique position. On every side they see great excitement
and disturbance, yet they must be sober of mind and
trustful of heart. Iiverywhere they see the spirit of war
and strife, yet they must be at peace with all ; and while
specifically told to “follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord,” at
the same time they are urged to “war a good warfare”
(1 Timothy 1:18) and to “fight the good fight”. (1
Timothy 6:12) All this is a conundrum to the men of
the world. They do not understand ; and, in the language
of St. Paul, such things are foolishness unto them,
neither can they know them, because they are spiritually
discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Only the spiritually
minded can understand and appreciate the situation
and such are they who are watching in Zion and who
see eye to eye.

TFollowing the long established custom of having a
special text of Scripture designated for the year, we
have chosen the text for 1920 as above: “The Lord is
my strength and song”. A deep appreciation of this
text and a confident reliance upon it we believe will be
of great blessing to the Lord’s little ones. Hence these
observations here. The more we appreciate the severity
of the battle in which we are engaged, the more precious
will be this year text to cach one of the Lord’s saints.

THE CHRISTIAN’S FIGHT

The words of this text were not written for the world;
neither werc the texts with reference to warring a good
warfare and fighting a good fight. They were all ad-
dressed to the army of the King’s own—the consecrated
church, as prospective members of the bride of Christ.
“The Lord knoweth them that are his” and to them he
gives instructions concerning the warfare. They are to
fight under the leadership of Christ Jesus, the Captain
of their salvation. These soldiers of the cross are
fighting under an unscen leader and against an unseen
fae and only by the eye of faith do they recognize him
who is their leader, who will be the one to lead them to
victory. No matter how good one may be from the
natural standpoint, how much he may love righteousness
and strive to do right, he cannot enter the army of the
Lord and fight under his banner until first he makes a
full consecration of himself, is justified and accepted
and begotten to the divine nature and thereby inducted
into the army of the great King. It is of vital impor-
tance that we know under whom we fight, for whom we

fight, against what we fight and how we may be certain
of victory.

For whom do we fight? Many have made the mistake
of belicving that they ave fighting for God and for
Christ and that Jehovah and the Lord Jesus really need
them to fight. But not so. The Almighty God does not
need any one to fight for him. He is abundantly able
to do such fighting as he nceds done. Neither does the
Lord Jesus need to have any one to fight on his behalf,
because all power in heaven and earth is committed into
his hands. On the contrary, it is God and Jesus who
are fighting for us. It is the Captain of our salvation,
the Lord Jesus, who is leading our fight and who assists
and encourages us to fight the good fight of faith. Our
fight is for ourselves as mnew creatures against the
enemies of the new creation. Our fight is for our liberty
and complete deliverance from everything that would
hinder a full realization of God’s loving kindness and
would give us perfect action in his service in all the
ages to come.

WHOM DO WE FIGHT?

Against whom do we fight? Do we fight against our
political foes? We answer no, because our citizenship
is in heaven and the office-seekers of earth are not
seeking the places we so much desire ; hence there is no
conflict between us on that-line. Should not then our
fight include a warfare in behalf of prohibition of the
liquor traffic and things of that nature? While we
should be in sympathy with anything that is good and
with any one who is fighting evil, yet to engage in the
political combat against the liquor traffic is not the
ficht to which the Apostle refers when he urges us to
fight the good fight of faith and war a good warfare;
nor is this the fight in which we need the strength of
the Lord. Besides this, Satan, our adversary, is the chief
of all politicians and he always seizes upon something
apparently good and with it attempts to draw Christians
into his fight and away from the true fight for which
they are called into the Lord’s army. The Babylonish
systems have been making a fight against the liquor
traffic and in favor of prohibition and we know that all
Christians especially now are admonished to keep them-
selves separate from Babylon, not to be engaged in any-
thing in which Satan himself is engaged through his
emissaries. Our battle is along a different line and for
a different purpose. We have a special goal to attain
unto and this we must keep always before our minds.

Nor are we fighting against our fellow creatures,
because we are admonished to love our encmies and pray
for those who despitefully use us. Indeed, we can
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exercise a great pity love for our enemies, seeing that
they are blinded by the God of this world and are
prejudiced against those who are striving to follow in
the Master’s footsteps. Were we to fight against them
we might do them injury. The Scriptures admonish us
to do good unto all as we have opportunity and in meek-
ness to instruct those who oppose themselves. (2 Tim-
othy 2:25) Instead of returning evil for evil, our
captain has commanded us to return gentleness for
rudeness, kindness for unkindness and discourtesy ; and
in this way all can understand that there is a difference
between the world and those who have the spirit of the
Master. More particularly is it necessary for us to take
this course of training that we might be developed into
the likeness of our Lord and Redeemer.

THE BATTLE AGAINST SIN

Primarily we are fighting against sin, to which our
father Adam became the slave and thereby enslaved all
of his offspring. Sin has afflicted the race with sickness,
pain, sorrow and death, under which the whole creation
continues to groan. Our chief enemy is sin and the one
who put it into active operation is Satan, through whose
subtle, wicked influence the human race became slaves
to sin, and for this reason the Apostle says: “The whole
world lieth in wickedness,” i. e.,under the control of the
wicked one. (1 John 5:19) Having the world under
his control, from which none can escape except through
Christ, the great adversary vigorously endeavors to
bring the new creation back under his dominion of sin
and hold them there until destroyed. While Satan is
our arch enemy and leading the fight against us, yet
we must not make the mistake of thinking that we are
fighting directly against him, but rather, we should
understand that his operations are through various
agencies and through these he seeks to beguile, deceive
and entrap. He is the master of sin and wickedness,
the very personification of evil. In our warfare against
his agencies we are not to make the mistake of becoming
bitter and vindictive and indulging in vile expressions
of passion against him; for, as it is written, even
“Michael the archangel, when contending with the
devil, . . . durst not bring against him a railing accus-
ation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee”.—Jude 9.

The agencies used chiefly by Satan to war against the
new creation are the world, the flesh and the demons,
Satan himself, of course, being the dominating one
amongst the devils. He arrays all of these against the
footstep followers of Jesus and by subtle and wily
methods seeks to destroy them.

The new creature consists of the new will, the new
mind and the new heart, through the exercise of which
the character is being developed like unto the Lord.
At the time of consecration the Christian surrenders
his will and immediately takes God’s will, desiring to
be governed by the perfect will of God. Such change of
will is an instantaneous matter, whereas the develop-
ment of the mind, condition of heart, character, etc.,
is progressive.

THE WILL, THE MIND, THE HEART

Will may be defined as the faculty or power of the
being by which we determine or decide to do or mnot to
do a certain thing. Mind is the faculty or power of our
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being by which we conceive thoughts, reason and judge,
through which a conclusion or determination is reached.
The heart means the seat of affections or sensibilities
of the creature, from which springs the motive directing
actions, good or evil. In proof of these distinctions we
cite the Apostle Paul’s words, addressed to the new
creature: “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God”. (Romans 12:2) The transforming pro-
cess is a gradual one and comes by developing the mind
by study and meditation upon God’s Word, by and
through which we ascertain what is the will of God;
and having agreed to do his will, we reach conclusions
based upon the information thus obtained.

Concerning the heart Jehovah says: “My son, give
me thine heart,” addressing himself to the one who
now, being consecrated, Las been begotten. (Proverbs
23:26) The Apostle Paul, having the same thought in
mind and addressing himself to the new creature, says;
“Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth”. (Colossians 3:2) It was Jesus who said:
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also”. (Matthew 6:21) This being true, our motives
will spring from such heart condition, which will direct
our actions accordingly. But since no creature can exist
without an organism, the Lord has provided that the
body of fallen flesh shall constitute the temporary
organism of the new creature; hence the Apostle says:
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels”. (2 Corin-
thians 4:7) Our standing before Jehovah is by virtue
of the merit of Christ Jesus, whose righteousness covers
our unrighteousness, and we are therefore made accept-
able in the beloved One and recognized as new creatures
—composed of the new will, the new mind, the new
heart, with an organism covered by the robe of Christ’s
righteousness.

When the Scriptures speak of the world as one of our
enemies, they mean all mankind who are out of harmony
with God, and the spirit or disposition that controls
such. Therefore, all who are controlled by the spirit of
the world are of the world, and this is enmity to the
new creation. The world has aims, ambitions, and hopes
which are selfish, without regard to the rights and
privileges of fellow creatures. At times the world is
moved by the spirit of war and urges all to engage in
mortal combat. The very atmosphere seems to be sur-
charged with a spirit of war and with this the new
creature must come in contact; for, says the Apostle:
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man” (1 Corinthians 10:13); “knowing
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world”., (1 Peter 5:9) There
is, then, a temptation under pressure and stress for the
new creature to engage in mortal combat under certain
circumstances, hut following the plain admonition and
instruction of the Scriptures, he must resist this spirit
or disposition. “For though we walk in the fiesh, we dt
not war after the flesh: for the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds.” (2 Corinthians 10:3, 4) How-
ever much the Christian may be misunderstood and
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persecuted by the world for not walking with it in this
way, he must be obedient to the Lord, bearing the
reproaches that are incident to battling for his right-
eous cause.

STRUGGLE AGAINST SELF- AND MEN-PLEASING

Again, the spirit of the world is that of insincerity
and deceitfulness, often appearing to be friendly while
really unfriendly; manifesting a sincerity, yet with a
desire to deceive. Against such a disposition the new
creature must war, because he must be sincere, faithful
and loyal. In the world there is a disposition to be men
pleasers for policy’s sake rather than to please God for
righteousness’ sake. Against such a disposition the new
creation must war. This does not mean that we are to
tell everything that we know, merely because it is the
truth, on the theory that if we do not tell it would be
deceiving, but to see to it that what we do tell is the
truth, exercising the spirit of a sound mind and the
wisdom that comes from on high to conserve the best
interests of the mew creature. While it is true that
honesty is the hest policy, yet he who is honest merely
for policy’s sake is not honest in fact. Again, the spirit
of the world is that of ambition for fame among men,
for special distinetion and power and for sclf-exaltation
over others. Such a spirit is decidedly inimical to the
interests of the new creature, who must follow the
contrary course and in honor prefer his brethren and
by love serve others. The spirit of the world must be
fought against, and this fight is a daily one <o long as
we are in the world.

The new creature finds a constant conflict with his
organism of flesh. Ever since the human race came
under the control of sin through the disobedience of
Adam, the tendency has been toward mental, moral,
and physical degradation. “Born in sin and shapen in
iniquity,” like all others we were going the broad way
when we learned that Christ Jesus had redeemed us
with his own precious blood. When we came to a
knowledge of this fact and consecrated our all, giving
up the old will for the will of God and determining to
be governed by his will, then our Lord’s merit was
imputed to us and we were set free from the bondage
of sin and became new creatures in Christ, acceptable
to the Father through the merit of the beloved Redeemer.
But still we find motions of sin in our body and a
natural tendency toward sin. While it is true that the
new creatures are now free and as such serve the law
of Christ and ave through his merit acceptable in his
army as soldiers of the cross to battle for righteousness
and truth, yet these new creatures are harassed by the
perverted tastes and inclinations of the flesh. St. Paul
thus states the situation: “For the flesh lusteth against
the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do
the things that ve would. But if ye be led of the spirit,
ye are not under the law”. (Galatians 5:17, 18) To
paraphrase the Apostle’s words: The old creature, or,
more accuratelv, the flesh of the old creature, craves
certain things, which things are opposed and antago-
nistic to the development of the new creature and
because of this conflict the new creature cannot do
everything exactly as he would )i do. But if led
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by the spirit, going in the direction the Lord would
have us go, there is no law against so doing. And so
the Apostle admonishes: “Walk in the spirit, and ye
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh”.—Verse 16.

CARELESSNESS, BITTERNESS, IRREVERENCE

Any carelessness in thought, word, or action means
to that extent a yiclding to the mind of the flesh and
means that the flesh is gaining the victory. If there
is a tendency toward evil surmising or evil speaking of
another, that is yielding in the battle to the mind of the
flesh. (Titus 3:2; James 4: 11, 12) It is not infrequent
that troubles arise among the brethren in the classes and
this leads to indulging in acrimonious speech one toward
another. All who indulge in bitter strife, outbursts of
passion, hatred or the fomenting of trouble, or who
yield to looseness of conduct, are yielding the battle to
the enemy. All who permit pride and ambition to find
a residence in the heart and mind and permit their
actions to he controlled thereby are to that extent yield-
ing in the fight against the fleshly tendencies. To the
extent that we show a lack of reverence for God, and
for his Word and for his service, to that extent are we
yielding the battle to the enemy. To the extent that we
permit any bitterness of heart to control our actions and
move us to do certain things, to that cxtent are we
permitting the enemy to have the upper hand. Indeed,
we find one of the greatest fights we have is that against
our own flesh, the mind of the flesh always warring
against the mind of the spirit. Who ol the Lord’s dear
children have not experienced something of such a
battle with the mind of the flesh, and do we not find
that battle to be waged with even greater vigor as we
come nearer to the end of the way? It must be reason-
ably expected that the fight will grow more severe as
ihe battle nears a conclusion. After having been a long
time in the narrow way, and after warring a good
warfare against the evil tendencies, by faith in the
Lord and his precious promises, we still find the motions
of sin in our flesh warring against us as new creatures,
we often tend to be discouraged to the point of giving
over of the battle. But thanks be to God, he does not
count those motions of sin in our flesh as the will of
the new creature, provided we arc vigorously fighting
against them. He recognizes such as our enemies and
if we fight valiantly, he will render the necessary aid,
guaranteeing our victory.

In one of his epistles St.Taul describes his own
experiences in these matters as follows, and his words
may be properly understood to foreshadow the experi-
cnces of almost all in the narrow way: “While the will
to do right is present with me, the power to carry it out
ig not. For what I do is not the good thing that I
desire to do; but the evil thing that I desire not to do,
is what I constantly do. But if I do that which I desire
not to do, it can no longer be said that it is I who do
it, but the sin which has its home within me does it.
I find therefore the law of my nature to be that when
T desire to do what is right, evil is lying in ambush for
me. For in my inmost self all my sympathy is with the
law of God; but I discover within me a different law at
war with the law of my understanding, and leading me
captive to the law which is everywhere at work in my
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body—the law of sin. Unhappy man that I am! who
will rescue me from this death-burdened body? Thanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”—Romans
7:19-25, Weymouth.

In other words, the Apostle refers to himself as a new
creature warring against his old fleshly tendencies and
says that in his own self he would be unable to gain the
vietory, but through Christ Jesus, from whom comes
his help and strength, he is assured of triumph. Such
ig truly the condition of all who are warring a good
warfare. Thus we realize the absolute need for the help
of our Lord and Advocate in this great conflict. The
more fully we lean upon him and look to him for
guidance and help, the happier will we be.

SATAN AND HIS MINIONS

Working in conjuction with Satan, seeking to destroy
the seed of promise, the new creation, is a host of
demons. Since they came under the dominating in-
fluence of Satan their every thought and action has
heen evil. They debauched the human race before the
flood and have ever since sought to debauch those who
are striving for the higher plane of life. They operate
through the mind of the flesh and their warfare is
against the new creature. The Apostle Paul puts it
thus: “For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh and
blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, the forees
that control and govern this dark world—the spiritual
hosts of evil arrayed against us in the heavenly war-
fare.” (Ephesiang 6:12, Weymouth) Satan, the great
master or general of sin, and all the demons engaged in
their manipulations and warfare through various agen-
cies against us are more intelligent than are we, and if
the conflict were between us and them directly, without
the aid and intervention of our Captain, we would
certainly fail. These enemies attack us through the
weaknesses of our flesh and seek to capture us and lead
us back as slaves of sin. Truly, then, the new creature,
while abiding in the body of flesh, is surrounded and
beset on every hand by enemies seeking its destruction
and reénslavement. Hence we must battle, warring for
ourselves, battling for our own liberty and for victory
over our own weaknesses. We must battle against the
spirit of the world, against the delusions and snares of
the adversary, and against the wicked machinations and
influences of the demons. In this conflict the Christian
daily reglizes the meed of strength to withstand the
onslaught of the enemies. He turns his eyes trustingly
and confidently to the Captain, Christ Jesus our Lord,
from whom cometh his strength, and he can confidently
say: Greater is he that is on our part than all that
can be against us.

ABSTEMIOUSNESS REQUISITE TO VICTORY

But we must remember that the Lord expects us
to fight with all the power and strength at our command.
Seeing it is through our fallen flesh that these adver-
saries attack uws, we must be ever prepared for the
battle and ever on the alert, watching and praying.
St. Paul had this conflict and he describes himself
thus: “Every competitor in an athletic contest practises
abstemiousness in all directions. They indeed do this
for the sake of securing a perishable wreath, but we for
the sake of securing one that will not perish. That is
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how I run, not being in any doubt as to my goal. I am
a boxer who does not inflict blows on the air, but I
hit hard and straight at my own body and lead it off
into slavery, lest possibly, after I have been a herald to
others, I should myself be rejected.”—1 Corinthians
9: 25-27, Weymouth.

Since we see that we must engage in this conflict
unto the end, then it is our privilege and duty to avail
ourselves of such armor and weapons as the Lord has
provided. Through his Word we ascertain that he has
a great armory and to this he has invited us to come and
prepare ourselves for the conflict, saying, “Strengthen
yourselves in the Lord and in the power which his
supreme might imparts. Put on the complete armor of
God, so as to be able to stand firm against all the
stratagems of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:10, 11, Wey-
mouth) Thankful we should be and are that the Lord
has graciously provided this armor that we might wear
it in the conflict. “Therefore put on the complete
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand your
ground on the day of battle, and, having fought to the
end, to remain victors on the field.” (Ephesians 6: 13,
Weymouth) Then the Apostle specifically describes the
armor, which it is the privilege of each one of the Lord’s
own to have and to wear. We do well to examine our-
selves often to see if the armor is well on, properly
adjusted and ready for the deadly conflict.

The ancient armor was divided into seven separate
and distinct parts. Here the Apostle names six and we
believe that the Lord through his servant called the
attention of the church to the seventh. The Apostle
first says: “Having your loins girt about with truth”.
The girdle around the loins is indicative of a servant.
The meaning therefore attached to this is that each one
should see to it that he is serving the truth, not serving
the world, not serving error, not serving the adversary.
This would mean for him to be active and vigilant,
not slothful.

He is next admonished to take “the breastplate of
righteousness”. The breastplate fitted over the vital
organs, particularly the heart. The thought, then,
here seems to be that he must see to it that he has a
righteous condition of heart, having his heart united
together with his brethren, dwelling in peace with all
and following holiness.

PREPAREDNESS WHICH PEACE GIVES

“And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace.” The feet that tread the rough way
will be bruised and become sore; and if one is not
properly shod he will be giving more attention to the
things that are bothering him than he is to the cause.
Therefore he should have on the sandals of preparation
of the gospel and development of character in harmony
with God’s will, to the end that he might endure hard-
ness in a cheerful manner. And when the persecutions
from the world come npon him, he can walk joyfully
through them.

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”
We might know the Word of God, but unless we con-
fidently rely upon it, it would be of little value to us.
The Psalmist says “His truth shall be thy shield and
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buckler”. Then it is a knowledge of the precious
promises, of God and a confident reliance upon these
promises, looking always to Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, that will hold us in line and
enable us to cause the fiery darts of the adversary to
fall harmiless at our feet.

“And take the helmet of salvation.” Since the helmet
fitted over the head, which is the seat of intelligence, it
suggests the thought of a mental equipment-—that we
have been studying the Lord’s Word, that we have been
feeding upon the food the T.ord has placed upon his
table; and here we might remark that all who have
faithfully read and absorbed the STUDIES IN THE
ScrrrTures and been guided thereby have been equipped
lo stand in this conilict, and this means the entire
series of seven volumes of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES.
Just as surely as the Lord intended the seven to be
published, he intended them for the benefit of the
chureh and he who rejects one and opposes it will find
himsell in opposition to the provision the Lord has
made and therefore without the proper equipment, as
regards intelligence to meet the adversaries. And his
condition of inadequate preparedness of mind would
lay him more open to the successful attacks of the
adversaries.  If his heart has been the cause of his
rejecting the Lord’s provision, the enemy would surely
triumph.

“And the sword of the spirit, which is the word
of God.” Deing able always to give a Seriptural reason
for the hope that is in us and being anxious and willing
to abide by what the Lord teaches and not to be influ-
enced improperly by any creature, we are able to avoid
being controlled by other influences than the Word of
God; for to be so controlled is to be dominated by
passion, which is inimical to the interests of the new
creature, while if governed by the Word of God we are
controlled by prineiple, in harmony with his purposes.

The seventh part of the armor seems to be fitly
represented in the Vow. The Lord promised that when
the adversary should come in like a flood, the spirit of
the Lord would raise up a standard against him.
(Isaiah 59:19) Ilence the necessity of keeping in
mind the terms of our Vow unto the Lord, ever looking
to him for strength to help in time of need. The Apostle
suggests this same thought when he admonishes us that
after having on the armor, we are to pray always, with
all praver and supplicalion in the spirit and watch
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for
all saints.

WAR WITH THE BEAST

All through the gospel age the Christian has been
required to fight the good fight of faith, but it scems
reserved for the feet members to have a special conflict
against the combined enemies. The Lord through the
Revelator pictnres coming out of the abyss at the close
of the gospel age a wild beast, which evidently means
a governing power ruled by force and violence and which
is another instrument of the adversary. This beast is
composed of ceclesiasticism, particularly the dominating
factors of the Papal, Anglican and other Protestant
systems, working in conjunction with and through the
civil authorities, aided and abetted by the financial
powers and others who desire favor with those in control.
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“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is the Lord of lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with him are called,
and chosen, and faithful.” (Revelation 17:14) The
Lamb here means the Lord Jesus, and those with him,
having reference to those of the new creation who are
loyally following in his footsteps. These have been called
to a high calling, to be joint-heirs with Christ Jesus.
They have heen chosen as members of the royal priest-
hood. Now the final conflict is come, and those who
stand with him triumphant in glorious victory will be
the ones wlo are faithful and loyal even unto death.
This Seripture suggests that the beastly ones would
inflict upon the followers of the Lamb much persecu-
tion in various forms and the more power the ecclesi-
astics are able to exercise the greater will be the persecu-
tion. Those standing with the Lord, then, in victory
will be the ones who are loyal to him, which means
loyalty to his cause, a willingness at all times by his
grace to make persistent proclamation of his truth and
to do it moved by a heart filled with love for God and
righteousness and pity love cven for our ememies who
are persecuting.

But, beloved, as we advance in the conflict and the
battle grows in scverity, instead of being discouraged,
we can always look to our Captain; and knowing that
he is leading the fight and that he is all-powerful and
certain of victory, it remains with us to determine what
shall be the result so far as we are concerned. And if
we are called and chosen and now continue faithful and
loyal in the fight under his banner to the end, we shall
emerge {rom the conflict victors in his glorious army.

Truly, then, as we engage in this battle during the
vear 1920 we can daily find comfort in our yearly motto
text: “The Lord is my strength and song”.

FIGHT NOT ENDED

Let not one for a moment think that because the
lorty-year period of the harvest is ended the fight of the
church has ended. Far from that. Our fight is to the
end of our racecourse. The Apostle sounds the keynote
when he says: “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood,
striving against sin,” meaning that up to this time we
have not {fought the good fight even unto death, hut that
we must persistently war the good warfare for right-
cousness and truth until our course in the flesh is ended.
The banner under which the King's own are fighting is
one marked with the cross and crown. He that endures
the cross shall wear the crown. And on the reverse side
are the names of the King and Captain of this army—
the Lamb of God that leads unto victory; and the law
that governs this army is summed up in one word—Love.
All who are enrolled under this banner must have active
gervice and must continue in active service until the last.
To become idle and negligent, or indifferent, would
mean vielding the battle to the adversaries. The Apostle
admonishes us that we must “be sober, be vigilant;
because vour adversary the devil, as a roaring lionm,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter
5:8) Sobriety means calmness of mind and restfulness
of heart. And vigilant means to be active and watchful
in the Lord’s service. It means, then, to be active in
fighting against all the encmies of the new creation.

Our enlistment does not carry with it a discharge.
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We may desert and have the liberty to do so, but such
would mean the loss of all that is set before us. All who
desire to go back to the service of sin have full oppor-
tunity at any time and in any place to return. Our
Captain wants those and only those who serve the truth
with the spirit of the truth, with a desire for the service
and with a love for it. He is secking none other and
none other is really engaged in the fight. He informs
us that the end of the fight will be the end of our
warfare. It must be a fight to the finish or the great
prize for which we fight will not be gained. Although
the new creature masters the mortal body by the Lord’s
grace and strength repeatedly, nevertheless, until death
there can be no cessation of the conflict. Hence, “be
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a erown of
life”. Happy are we, then, when we can hourly look to
him and say: “The Lord is my strength”. And again:
“I will 1ift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to
be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.”
(Psalm 1R1:1-3) “The Lord is my strength and my
shield.” (Psalm 28:7) “The Lord will give strength
unto his people.”—Psalm 29:11.

FIGHTING FOR OTHERS

The fight in which we are engaged is chiefly for
ourselves. In this we are fighting to maintain our
liberty from the baneful influence and bondage of sin
and all the instruments used by the adversary to ensnare
us under this taskmaster again. But in addition thereto
we arce fighting a common cause of righteousness for
our brethren and we arc admonished: “We ought also
to lay down our lives for the brethren”. This would
include our making great sacrifices that we might aid
our brethren in overcoming the enemy that is fighting
against them, that Christ might dwell richly in their
hearts, that they might be builded up as new creatures,
and that they might cxperience the love of God mani-
fested through Christ. To be sure our heavenly Father
and our Xing do not need our fighting in their behalf,
but it is our privilege to defend the honor and name and
majesty of our God and our Lord and his rightcous
kingdom against the assaults of those who wickedly
misrepresent them; and our fighting here is not with
carnal weapons, as the Apostle puts it, but it is with
the message of truth, which through Christ is mighty
to the pulling down of strongholds of error. Our per-
sistency and faithfulness in representing the Lord will
be necessary in order that we may have his approval.

Furthermore, our warfare will result, if we are
faithful, in great benefit to the world in general, even
to those who persecute us and do all manuner of evil
against us because of our faithfulness to the truth.
We must have in mind that the whole world is under
the bondage of sin; furthermore, that the precious
blood of Christ was given as a propitiation not for our
sins only but for the sins of the whole world; and when
the valiant soldiers of the cross have finished their war-
fare and are received into glory, it will be their privilege,
together with their Captain, Christ Jesus, to release
from bondage the whole world of mankind. Jehovah’s
purpose concerning the overcomers who will compose
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the royal priesthood is indicated in his Word: “Thus
saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard
thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and
I will preserve [Hebrew, form] thee, and give thee for
a covenant of the people, to establish the ecarth, to cause
to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest say
to the prisoners, Go forth ; to them that are in darkness,
Show yourselves”. (Isaiah 49:8, 9) The Lord has
therefore provided that those who gain the victory
through Christ will be used as benefactors for the
whole human race.
GRACE FOR EVERY NEED

Our Lord has promised grace for help in every time
of need, and through the Apostle has invited us, because
of this high priest who has gone before in our behalf,
to come confidently to the throne of grace that we may
obtain mecrcy and find grace to help for all times of
nced. (Hebrews 4:15, 16) It has pleased our heavenly
Father to provide various agencies through which to.
render aid to those who love him. Even in Old Testa-
ment times when one was specially striving to serve the
Lord, Jehovah sent his angel, a spirit being, to minister
unto such., We have an example in the experiences of
Daniel and other faithful servants of God. The Lord
Jesus informs us: “In heaven their angels do always
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven”
(Matthew 18:10), meaning that some of the angelic
host have been delegated as servants under the Lord’s
direction to give certain protecting care to the saints.
Again Jehovah expressed, for the benefit of the church,
his protecting care through angels as agencies, saying,
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him and deliverecth them”. (Psalm 34:7)
We recall that when Elisha was at Dothan he prayed to
fod for the opening of the eyes of his servant, who
heheld a host of angels surrounding Elisha to protect
him. Tt is not unreasonable to conclude that this is a
picture for the benefit of the church in the closing days
of its conflict which the Lord has provided to manifest
his power and strength in behalf of his people through
unsecn agencies. Necessarily the confidence of the
Christian is increased when he appreciates the fact that
the Lord is thus guarding his welfare. In the face of all
his encmies, powerless he is to resist and overcome his
adversaries alone, but claiming the promises that God
has given, among which is our year text, he can con-
fidently say, The Lord is my strength; and if he be for
me, who can be against me!

STRENGTH AND PROTECTION FOR THE PERFECT

Strength and protection are not promised to any and
all, but, on the contrary, such promises are to those who
reverence the Lord, who fear to displease him, whose
keen desire is to do his holy will, who possess and mani-
fest, therefore, a perfect condition of hecart toward
God, toward the Master, toward his brethren, in fact
toward all; for “the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him”.
(2 Chronicles 16:9) Purity of heart, which means
perfect love, is a condition precedent to the receiving of
the guaranteed strength in our behalf. We can keep our
hearts perfect, even though we can do nothing else
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perfectly. Graciously, therefore, the Lord has promised
all the needed strength for those who thus maintain
the perfect condition of heart. Such, then, should cause
a carcful scarching of the heart. If we should find in
the heart some bitterness against any of the Lord’s
little ones, we may know that the heart is not pure,
and steps should be taken at once to purify it. If we
should find that in our heart there is some pride or
ambition, we may be sure that the Lord will not mani-
fest his strength for us, because he resists the proud and
shows his favor to the humble-minded. If we find a
desire to pursue unrightecous things, we may be sure
that our heart is not perfect and at once we should set
about to follow the right course. If we find in our heart
a fear for man or that which man-made institutions
might do to us, and because of this fear we are deterred
from a faithful proclamation of the divine message as
opportunity comes to us, then we may be sure that we
have not perfeet love and therefore not a pure heart.
But if on examination we find that this is our sincere,
humble heart’s desire, to do our IYather’s will at any cost
and that we are delighting thus to do and striving to do
it, we may be certain to receive the needed strength.

OUR SONG

Our vear text states that the Lord is not only our
strength, but also our song. In what sense is he our
song? QowT suggests the thOUO‘ht of giving prdlse in
harmomom cadnnees accompamed by the music of a
stringed instrument over which the fingers of the player
deftly move. In a special sense it seems that the fect
members can say: “T'he Lord is my song”. In Psalm
126 the sweet singer of Israel scems to picture the
church at the time of the opening of the harvest period
and also the experiences of cach one of the Lord’s chosen
ones who thereafter comes to a knowledge of the divine
plan. Up to the time of the opening of the harvest the
church was in capitivity to Babylon, and with the
harvest of the Lord began releasing his people from that
bondage ; and since then cach one of the saints, coming
to a roahzahon of the blessedness of living at the time
of the sccond presence of the Lord Josus, finds his
sentiments expressed by the Pralmist. When first he
saw the hope lor the church aud for the world opening
out like the unfolding petals of a beautiful flower, in
the language of the Psalmist it caused him to sing:
“When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we
were like them that dream [it sounded too good to be
true, it scemed like a dream]. Then was our mouth
filled with laughter [joy], and our tongue with singing;
then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done
great things for them. [Aye, concerning the church]
The Lord hath done great things for us; whercof we
are glad.”—Psalm 126:1, 2.

St. Paul, a good and valiant soldier of the cross who
fought a winning fight, with prophetic vision beheld
the day in which we are now living, a day filled with
turmoil and strife among the nations of the earth. He
saw the whole race of mankind burdened from the
effects of sin, and seeing this he wrote: “The whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until
now,” waiting, not knowing for what, but in fact wait-
ing for the manifestation of the sons of God, who will
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be victors, overcomers in the great conflict and will then
be used by the Lord as agencies for releasing mankind.
Looking beyond this hour of sorrow and groaning he
had a vision of the incoming kingdom with power
and glory; for we are surc that he saw the coming
Millennial reign of Christ. He said it was not lawful
for him to tell the things that he saw, evidently because
it was not God’s due time for the other members of the
church to know them then ; but since the presence of the
Lord Jesus the due time in God’s providence has come
and now the feet members see, understand and appreciate
God’s provision both for the church and for the world.

“YET A LITTLE WHILE”

Sceing the world borne down under the great task-
master, slaves of the wicked one, and knowing the king-
dom is at the door, the saints can appreciate the
Apostle’s words, “Yet a little while and he that shall
come will come and will not tarry”. It has been a long,
dark night of suffering and sorrow for mankind and
not yet does the world see that relief is near, but they
are hoping against hope that something may come to
relieve the situation. But the saints of God, occupying
by his grace a position of favor, see beyond the dark
cleud the soft, sweet, healing beams of the Sun of
Righteousness, which soon will dispel the gloom and shed
its beneficent rays upon suffering humanity. In this
world of strife, confusion and turmoil they mark those
who are near and dear to them by ties of flesh and whom
they specially love and for whom they would have no
hope except for their knowledge of God’s plan ; but now,
knowing of his gracious provision, while they sce the
night is dark, yet they see that the day is dawning which
soon will bring blessings not only to their loved ones
but to all the groaning creation, and their hearts can-
not help but respond with songs of gladness.

The lost strings upon the harp of God have since the
Lord’s second presence been found and restored to the
church in the fiesh and now that harp, perfectly strung,
with the strings of truth from the Old and New Testa-
ments, and swept by the fingers of the truly consecrated
and devoted saints of God, yields the most enchanting
music that ever fell on mortal ear. And those who hear
and appreciate it cannot keep back the song. They call
to mind the circumstances under which much of the
Lord’s Word has been provided for them. Looking back
they see npon the isle of Patmos the beloved John, clad
in a felon’s garb, there as a prisoner, beating rock,
because he had been charged and unjustly convicted of
the crime of sedition. And they see that the Lord chose
this condition and chose St. John because of his loving
devotion to righteousness through which to reveal a
part of his plan now duec to be understood. In his vigil
there, the beloved saint of God wrote: “And I saw, as
it were, a sea of glass, mingled with fire”. St. John
there represented the feet members of the church, the
last oncs on earth engaged in the final great battle. His
vision here suggests that the feet members would have
a clear view and understanding of the terrible events
with which the world would be afflicted in the close of
the age, the fire picturing the violent element of earth
attempting to destroy the things of earth. The trans-
parent glass mentioned represents the fact that the feet
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members will have a clear understanding and appreci-
ation of these events.

“ABOVE EARTH’S LAMENTATIONS”

And these are they who have rid themselves, by the
grace of the Lord, of the wicked influences of the mother
harlot and her harlot daughters, fully separating them-
selves from the unrighteous Babylonish systems. These
are pictured standing, not in the midst of the trouble,
nor participating in it, not engaging in the strife and
turmoil, but occupying a higher plane, and from this
vantage point they have a clear vision of the situation.
Standing in that position of favor, St. John pictures
them as having in their hand the harps of the Lord
God, meaning that they have a harmonious understand-
ing and an appreciation of the precious promises and
teachings of the divine program; and thus standing
they indulge in happy song. And what song are they
singing? St. John answers, They are singing the song
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.
The battle rages with ever-increasing fury and the dis-
tress upon the nations is so terrible that all quake with
fear. The groaning of oppressed humanity grows louder
and louder; and yet above all of this strife of tongues,
this turmeil, disturbance, groaning and sorrow, the
sweet, clear notes of the saints of God can be heard,
singing to the praise of Jehovah: “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand”. To the Jew and to the Gentile
they sing that the things done by the direction of the
law that God gave to Moses were but types and shadows
of better things to come; that the sacrifices of animals
pictured the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus as an
offering for sin on behalf of mankind, that the whole
world might be released from the bondage of sin and
death and that now shortly all will have an opportunity
to receive the benefits thereof ; that the shaking of the
mountain at the inauguration of the Law Covenant and
the great smoke, fire and disturbance, which even made
Moses quake, was a picture, foreshadowing the great
shaking of the kingdoms of earth and the ecclesiastical
systems now in progress, and foreshadowing the fact
that this will be the last shaking just preceding the
incoming of the glorious kingdom of Messiah ; that the
New Covenant, through which blessings will come to
the world, is soon to be made; that the Lamb of God,
the King of glory, is at the door, bearing in his hand
the prize of life, liberty, and happiness for all who will
love righteousness and accept these blessings upon the
terms offered.

WATCHERS LIFT THE VOICE

The saints of God engaged in this great conflict, this
good warfare, realize and appreciate that both the
strength which enables them to stand in the battle and
the song of joy that fills their hearts comes from the
Lord; and seeing his gracious provision both for the
church and for the world, they cannot keep back the
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song of praise. Beautifully has the poet expressed the
sentiment of such:
“My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth’s lamentation,
I catch the sweet, not far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul—
How can I keep from singing?

“I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows thin;
I see the blue above it:

And day by day this pathway smooths,
Since first I learned to love it.

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing;

All things are mine since I am his—
How can I keep from singing?”’

In the unfolding of the divine plan in behalf of man-
kind, the whole world has formed a stage of action and
upon that stage all who have faithfully served the Lord
have served as actors, and earthly beings and the
heavenly hosts have constituted the audience. St. Paul
says: “We are made a show both for men and angels”.
Some of the Lord’s faithful servants were permitted to
have visions of this unfolding plan, yet they did not
understand them. The angelic hosts have watched and
for a long time searched to understand, but not until
the beginning of the unfolding of the mystery were any
permitted thus to know. The faithful prophet Isaiah,
long before the development of the new creation began,
had a vision of the time and of the events now transpir-
ing in the earth. He saw the kingdoms and nations and
people in distress and sorrow, needing help, needing the
blessings of the King of glory. In vision he beheld—
but understood not—the feet members of Christ pro-
claiming the message of salvation unto them, and with
ecstasy he exclaimed: “How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen [those in the vantage
position described by St. John] shall lift up the voice;
with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.”
—TIsaiah 52:7, 8.

The blessedness of the position of favor occupied by
the saints in this final great conflict that is now on
cannot be overstated. Satan’s empire is crumbling and
soon will fall, never to rise again. Seemingly appreci-
ating the flerceness of the conflict, that great adversary
has marshaled all his forces and directs them with all
the power at his command at the few remaining members
of the saints of the most high God. Weak in themselves
and wholly inadequate to meet their enemies, yet with
confidence they can say: “The Lord is my strength and
song”. The Lord will give us the victory through an
abiding faith and confidence in him.

Lord, help me to forget the things behind,
The many fond ambitiens that would bind
The human heart to earthly hopes and joys,
And fix its cravings on mere worthless toys.

Help me forget, O Lord, how oft I stray,

The sad mistakes I make from day to day,

Yet let me ne’er forget the Mercy Seat,

Where thou dost bless me with forgiveness sweet.

Lord, give me grace sufficient for the way,

Oh, let me ne'er forget to watch and

ray !

And when thy precious jewels thou shalt set,
This little one, dear Lord, do not forget!



PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA

— — FEBRUARY l.—Acrs 8:4-8, 14-25.— —
PERSECUTION AND ITS UNFORESEEN, BUT HAPPY, RESULTS—-PHILIP, THE HOME MISSIONARY, FILLED WITH ZEAL FOR

THE GOSPEL—PETER AND JOHN VISIT THE NEW MISSION FIELD—SIMON,

THE SORCERER, ASSOCIATES HIMSELF

WITH THE DISCIPLES—HE OFFERS MONEY FOR THE MIRACULOUS POWLR OF THE SPIRIT.

“Ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uitermost part of the
earth.”—Acts 1:8.

ERSECUTION is never right on the part of the perse-

cutors, nor is it a joyous matter on the part of thae

persecuted ; nevertheless God can overrule this, as well
as all wrongs, for the good of his people, who can learn
also the lessons of “rejoicing in tribulation”, and ¢f trusting
divine providences through them—seeing by faith the desir-
able results.

The first persecution of the church began about the time
of Stephen’s death. This is variously estimated as having
been from three to seven years after the Day of Pentecost,
though we have no means of definite information. Saul
of Tarsus, afterward called Paul the Apostle, was evident-
ly a leader in the heresy hunting and persecution which
started with Stephen and extended in a general way to all
believers, excepting the apostles, who, for some reason,
seemed to have been providentially protected.

The persecution began in Jerusalem, because this so far
had been the center of the work, as our Lord had directed—
“beginning at Jerusalem”. Not only was it the principal
city of Palestine, but it was the resort of pious Jews from
all quarters of the world, many of whom sought to make
it their home in the close of life, even if they had previously
lived abroad. The Lord had graciously granted a season of
development for those brought into the church at Pentecost
and subsequently; and now that they had reached a fair
degree of growth in grace and in knowledge he permitted
the winds of persecution to blow against the church, and
to scatter the ripened seeds hither and thither in every
direction.

PERSECUTION’S TWO EFFECTS

The same God who directed thus in the affairs of the
early church still loves and cherishes his own; still directs
and guides in respect to the interests of his own cause,
bis Zion. Now, as then, it is with him to permit or to
hinder persecution, according as in his wisdom would be
for the best interests of his people and for the outworking
of his glorious plans. The persecution which then arose
had, doubtless, a two-fold effect: (1) It served to test and
to sift those who had already named the name of Christ;
to prove their loyalty, their willingness to endure hardness
as good soldiers, their worthiness to be reckoned among
the overcomers. Not only did it test them, but it undoubt-
edly strengthened them; for experience shows us that every
trial and test endured with faithfulness brings an increase
of victory and strength of character. (2) It became the
Lord’s means of spreading the truth in every direction,
and thus of greatly broadening, as well as deepening his
work in the world. Having first placed those who, by his

providential arrangements, had been gathered to one center,,

he now scattered them, as lights throughout Palestine and
the adjacent country.

There was a Philip among the twelve apostles, but it is
not he that is referred to in this lesson. This Philip was
one of the seven deacons whose choice by the church is
related in Acts 6:5. Evidently he had used well the oppor-
tunities thus afforded him, by attending not only to the
distribution of the natural food to the needy, but by the
feeding of his own heart upon the spiritual food also, thus
preparing himself, as a servant and minister of the Lord,
for futher service of a more spiritual kind.

Philip was one of those whom the persecution drove out
of Jerusalem. Let us stop here to notice that the early
church might have said: Persecution is getting severe;
but we will stay where we are, suffer imprisonment, ete.,
esteeming that the Lord is able to protect us here as well
as elsewhere. This would have been sound reasoning: but
it would have indicated a neglect of the Lord’s directions
to his church, when he said: “When they persecute you
in this city, flee ye into another”. (Matthew 10:23) The
persecution was intended to scatter them, and failure to

take heed to the Lord's directions might have led some of
the most earnest and faithful of the church to resist the
designs of providence obstihately. So now, let those who
may be called upon to endure persecution remember the
Lord’s direction; and after giving a proper testimony, if
the door of opportunity opens, let them remove to another
locality, where their faithfulness and increased knowledge
and wisdom in the handling of “the sword of the spirit”
may give them opportunities for still greater usefulness.
This was the case with Philip, who removed to Samaria,
and apparently lost no time in beginning the ministry of the
truth, preaching Christ.

“MY WITNESSES IN SAMARIA”

It will be remembhered that the city of Samaria was the
capital of a district called Samaria, whose people were
known as Samaritans; being of mixed blood, Jewish and
Gentile, they were accounted by the Jews as though they
were Gentiles; hence “the Jews had no dealings with the
Samaritans”. We remember, futher, that it was respecting
these people that our Lord said to his disciples, when
sending them forth: “Go not into the way of the Gentiles,
and into any city of the Semaritans enter ye not: But go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”. (Matthew
10:5, 6; 15:24) Our Lord thus marked the Samaritans
as being separate and distinct from the Israelites.

We remember, further, that it was because our Lord
would not enter into a village of Samaria and heal its
sick, that the people of that city refused to sell the disciples
food, as they passed by. It was in resenting this affront
that James and John, two of the apostles, said to our Lord:
‘Wilt thou that we command fire from heaven to consume
their city? Jesus answered: “Ye know not what manner
of spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come to
destroy men’s lives, but to save them”. (Luke 9:52-56)
It was a woman from a little city in this same section who
had previously met the Lord at Jacob’s well, and who got
from him a little taste of the water of Life, then brought
many of her friends and neighbors, who also tasted and
were refreshed, and many of them believed on him. Never-
theless, our Lord’s testimony was: “Ye worship ye know
not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of
the Jews”.—John 4:22.

The fact that Philip now came into Samaria, under the
leading of divine providence, and preached the Gospel there,
signifies that the time had come for the Gospel to be
extended beyond Judaism. It implies, therefore, that this
incident occurred at least three and one-half years after
our Lord’s death—after the close of the seventieth symbolic
week, and the full end of Israel’s special fuvor as respects
the Gospel invitation of this age. Iividently the apostles
had less strenuous feelings of opposition against the Samar-
itans than against Gentiles in general, because they were
of mixed Jewish blood.

THE GOSPEL ACCOMPANIED BY SIGNS

The Samaritans were ripe for the Gospel, and the fact
that the Jews had disdained them as they did the Gentiles
no doubt made them all the more ready to receive the
Gospel message, which ignored all caste and class distine-
tions, and accepted into its brotherhood all who confessed
their sins, accepted Jesus as the Redeemer, and made full
consecration to him. Philip’s preaching was backed by the
open manifestations of the spirit, in healings, etc., as was
all the preaching of that time. These manifestations of
power were intended to establish the faith, and to counter-
act the wonder workings of Satan through necromancers,
those possessed of the spirit of divination, and others
of like brand.

The truth reached the Samaritans just in time to rescue
them from some of Satan’s wily arts, as practised by one
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Simon Magus—the word Meagus signifying sorcerer. The
record is that his influence with the jeople had been great,
both with rich and poor. They looked upon him as being
possessed of “the great power of God”. As the Apostle
declares, the great deceiver assumes a garment of light,
and presents himself as a minister of light, for the deception
of those who are seeking the truth. Today he has a variety
of devices, snares and traps for those who are waking out
of the slumbers of gross superstition and ignorance brought
down from the dark ages.

Just at the present time Satan is making great use of
spiritism to delude the people and create the impression in
their minds that table tippings, weird rappings, more or
less incoherent mutterings or whisperings, flashes of light,
etc, ete, are in some manner manifestations of divine
power. In another garb he appears as a healer, presenting
to the suffering members of humanity certain physical
reliefs and cures. These are accomplished by the same
power which worked through Simon Magus and are dis-
tributed to those who will yield themselves to deception
and who will deny the truth and persistently stick to the
denial ; they shall have the reward of healing.

SIMON MEETS SUPERIOR POWER

Those who accepted Philip’s message, and made a
congecration to the Lord, signified it by baptism, by immer-
sion into water. This symbolized the immersion of their
wills into the will of God as expressed in Christ. It
signified that henceforth they would be dead to self and
to the world, and would rise to walk in newness of
life, as members of the body of Christ. We read nothing
about the recording of the names in a denominational
register. The early church recognized, as we do, that the
important matter is that believers should be joined to
Christ and that their names on this account should be
“written in heaven”. Simon, who had previously been the
religious leader of the people, their leader into darkness,
into the wiles of the adversary, became one of Philip’s
converts, one of those immersed, and a constant attendant
upon Philip’s ministry, beholding with amazement the
power of God operating through him, which power he
recognized as being superior to the power ot Satan which
had operated through himself.

News of God's favor to the Samaritans, and of their
acceptance of the ILord, soon reached Jerusalem; and
representatives of the whole company of the apostles and
others at thut place went down to Samaria to observe the
work of the Lord, and, no doubt ,to encourage the believers.
But they went specially because the gifts of the holy
spirit (miraculous healings, tongues, ete.,) could be com-
municated only through the upostles. ITowever well Philip
might proclaim the Gospel and immerse believers he, not
being one of the chosen twelve, had not the power of
communicating those ¢ifts. It is manifest that since those
gifts were communicated only by the apostles they must
have ceased shortly after the death of the last of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

Peter was one of those sent, and also John, the very
one who had inquired of our Lord whether he desired them
to call down fire upon the Samaritan village. How much
change the gospel of Christ had wrought, even in this
zood young man! e had learned of Jesus and now had
the same spirit which sought not to destroy men’s lives
but to save them.

When the apostles arrived they prayed with the disciples,
and then laid their hands upon them, communicating some
of the gifts. Presumably the gifts were the same here as
elsewhere: power to speak with foreign tongues, to inter-
pret foreign languages, to perform miracles, etc. As Simon
Magus was one of the believers, one of the baptized ones,
it is quite possible that he received some gift of the holy
spirit. Yet he, and quite probably others of the number,
was not in full harmony with the Lord and his gracious
plans. The gifts of the spirit might be imparted instanta-
neously ; but the fruits of the spirit could be had only
by growth. Those gifts, therefore, are not to be esteemed
a8 being such good evidence of the divine favor and of
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nearness to the Lord as are the fruits of the spirit which
all of the Lord’s consecrated people of today should possess
in some degree— meekness, gentleness, patience, long
suffering, brotherly kindness, love. The Apostle Paul tells
us that if he had all of the gifts and yet lacked love, it
would profit him nothing, eventually, as respects the great
favor to which the Lord has called his church.
—1 Corinthians 13: 1-8.

SIMON’S HEART NOT RIGHT

Simon Magus, while astonished at what he had seen,
and interested from that standpoint, and convinced that
the power was a holy one; and while he had also cast
in his lot with the believers, and probably received a gift,
was still “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds of
iniquity”, as the Apostle Peter subsequently told him. We
might naturally incline to the thought that Simon never
was a heart believer and that his acceptance of the gospel
was with some unholy motive. But if this view be taken
we are encountered with the statement that he “believed”
and with the further fact that the Apostle admonished
him to pray that the thought of his heart might be forgiven
him. In the New Testament the word belicvers indicates,
almost universally, fully consecrated believers. The
Scriptures do not inform us more particularly and we are
obliged to leave the account there. We do not know what
became of Simon Magus, but we do know that his attempt
to purchase special gifts from God with money was a
reprchensible act and met with the rebuke it deserved
from the Apostle Peter.

Apparently we are able to discern in Simon the conception
of the Anti-Christ idea, the first manifestation of a desire
on the part of believers to effect pecuniary aggrandizement
through the power associated with the gospel. Simon’s
interest in the powers exemplified by the apostles led him
to the point of asking Peter to give him the apostolic power
of communiecating gifts; promising him in return a good
compensation in money. lle thus showed that he was not
deeply interested in the truth and its service from the right
standpoint; that it was merely a curiosity interest and
that selfishness had not given place to love: that he would
like to have this apostolic power so that he could use it in
a celfish way, for his own aggrandizement either in money
or prestime— at all events for his own advantage among
the people.

THE SIN OF SIMONY

There have been many of this same disposition since.
Simony does not necessarily appeal to the worst of men.
nor even to the less endowed among believers. It is safe
to say that there are hundreds of thousands, yea, millions,
of the DMagus class in the nominal churches of today;
there are men and women who have never discerned the real
gpirit and purpose of the gospel, but who look at its various
arrangenients from the mercenary point of view, consider-
ing what shall be the gain or loss, the social advantage or
aisadvantage of their relationship thereto. They maintain
their relationship to Christendom because of the honor or
social position or worldly prosperity which it has brought
them, or is bringing them, or which they hope yet to
obtain through it. To all such the words of the Apostle
apply: “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter”.
The holy spirit, God’s power, is given to those who truly
desire it and who take the steps of consecration and devo-
tion necessary to bring them into intimate contact with
Jehovah and his blessed Son.

Kven among those who have received present truth,
we have reason to fear that some have received it not in
the love of it, but merely in a spirit of curiosity, or with
a view to having something which they can use as a means
for bringing themselves into some place of prominence
among the brethren. Such persons are dangerous charac-
ters—dangerous to themselves and their own best interests,
and dangerous in their influence on the church. Such should
be carefully avoided in the selection of leaders among the
Lord’s people, no matter what their natural gifts, riches,
or talents may be.



PETER AT LYDDA AND JOPPA

— — I’EBRUARY 8.—AcTs 9:32-43. — —

THE PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH—PETER CALLS AT LYDDA—PETER RESTORES ENEAS TO HEALTI
THE LORD—TABITHA SICKENS AND DIES—PETER RAISES TABITHA TO LIFE-A HUMBLE W

“Jesus Christ makcth thee

HE persecution which scattered the disciples through-

out all Judea, and of which Saul was one of the

leaders, subsided shortly after his conversion. It was
followed by a period of rest, recuperuation, edifieation, as
mentioned in Aects 9:31. Paul’s conversion may have had
something to do with this rest but it was alzo contributed
to by the arising of troubles between the Jews and Rome
because of an effort on the part of Caligula Ciesar to
establish his statues as objects of worship in Judea, and
even in the Temple itself,

The account says thut there were saints whieh dwelt at
Lydda. Evidently they were scattered about in various places
and the apostles spent part of their time in visiting the
little groups of believers with a view to encouraging them
and to strengthening their hope. In these travels Peter
came to Lydda, the chief city in the plain of Sharon, about
midway between Jerusalem and Joppa—ten miles from each.

The special mission was to visit the saints who resided
there. This word “saints” is one of particular attractiveness.
It signifies holy ones, those believers who are being sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus.

AENEAS, THE PARALYTIC, HEALED

While at Lydda the Apostle found a certain paralytic.
Jineas by name, whom he healed. We are not told that he
was one of the saints; the presumption, therefore, is that
he was not, but that at most he was the friend of some of
them and that in this manner the Apostle’s attention was
drawn to him. The fact that he had been beddfust, helpless,
ecight years, testitied that ihe healing was a miracle. Its
fame spread abroad and resulted, we are told, in the drawing
of many people unto the Lord and to the church. Thus did
the Lord establish the church and attraet to it those who
were in {he right attitude of heart, using miracles then, as
e now uses other means. Those miracles, as already
pointed out, cannot have lasted much longer than the
apostles themselves: the gifts of healing, ele., being granted
only through the laying on of the apostles’ hands; and the
twelve had no successors; the heavenly Jerusalem had
twelve foundations, and no more, and in them were written
the names of the twelve apostles and no others.

VALUE OF GOOD WORKS AND ALMSDEEDS

One of the diseiples, that is, probably one of the saints
or conseeriated believers who resided at Joppa, on the sea-
coast, was apparently & woman of some means and educa-
tion and, if her name represented her appearance, she was
very beautiful. Tabitha was her Syriac name, and Dorcas
wus its (jreek transliteration: it signities graceful, beautiful.
But this woman was famed for a beauty and grace entirely
separate and distinct from whatever she possessed of
physical charm. llers was the beauty of o meek and quict
spirit, full of love and helpfulness.

Dorcas had been in the fabit (as the Greek text indieates)
of assisting the poor with garments, and in similar services.
1t is almost certain, too, that she assisted them with words
of encouragement and helpfulness, and ministered to them
the truth. Under these circumstances it is not strange that
her death should have produced sorrow, especially among
the bencficinries of her charities and among the numerous
friends which a beautiful Christlike spirit of this kind is
sure to make,

KINDNESS ACCORDING TO OPPORTUNITY

All of the Lord's saints are to be martyrs; their consecra-
tion is to lay down their lives in the service of the Lord, the
brethren, and the truth; and as nearly as they can under-
stand in the way which he direets them through his Word
and through his providences. Our covenant is not one of
self-preservation, but one of self-sacrifice. True, we are
looking for and hoping for life eternal and glorious, as
spirit beings; but the terms and conditions upon which we
are Scripturally hoping to attain that perfect and new life
are that we shall sacrifice what remaing of this present

I—MANY TURN TO
OMAN’S I'RIENDS,

whole: arise.’—Acts 9:84.

earthly life. Another thought that comes in this connection
is that while our chief service under present conditions i
the ministry of the spiritual food, spiritual drink, and
spiritual clothing to the household of faith, nevertheless we
are to remember that to the extent of our abilities and
opporunities we are to do good unto all men.

Those who lack the opportunity or the wherewithal for
gencrosity in this world’s goods, so that they have nothing
wherewith to minister, in a temporal way, to the neces-
sities of the suints or others, should not forget that they
have the still more precious, more viluable, more helpful,
more cheering consolations of the spirit of the truth and
kindness to dispense to such as are in any need. Would
that all of the Lord’s people would cultivate these Doreax
qualities, and thus become more and more beautiful and
graceful in the eyes of their Lord, as well as in the eyes
of the unprejudiced of the world!

AN AFFECTING DEATH CHAMBER SCENE

Apparenily Doreas fell sick and died suddenly at abouy
the time that others of the saints at Joppa heard of Petor's
being at Lydda and of the cure performed there. Thy sent
for him immediately; probably having no thought of his
performing such o miracle as to bring Doreas back to life.
but rather with the thought that they had lost a highly
esteemed member of their little group and that Peter could
give them some consolation. There was no telegraph or
telephone or mail service then; and two of the hrethren
becama the ministers to take the word to Peter, to requesr
his presence, and that without deluy. In the city of
Jerusalem a corpse must be huried the same day, but in the
smaller cities and villages it might lie as much as three
days unburied. T'efer’s presence was wanted at once, before
Doreas would be huried; and he went at once.

An affecting scene was before Peter as he entered the
death chamber. Poor widows and others were lamenting
the loss of their friend, and showing the garments which
they were wearing and which she had muade for them. It
surcely was a noble tribute to the usefulness of her life,
No millionaire has ever left monuments which will endure
so long, or which will refleet so much glory on his character,
as were left by this humble woman. And even thie humblest
and poorest of us may, to some extent, emulate {his example
and leave some such monuments of love and testimonies of
appreciation behind us when we die.

We who are watching and looking forward ro the close of
our earthly journey, and thut before very long, should xee
fo it that our lives are spent day by day in such a manner
that some will be happier for them and that our decease
will be recognized by some, at least, as a loss,

Peter's most notable miracle was the bringing of Dorcax
bhack from the portals of death, Like the other miracle
reported in this lesson. 1t was peculiar (o that time, and
had the special purpose of establishing the chureh. We are
not to suppose that all of God’s people during, this gospel
age should be thus snatehed back from death, nor that they
should be all relieved from beds of sickness, nor that they
should all have power such as the Apostle here exercised.
There is o ministry effected by evils (ealamity, sickness,
death) which has often been valuable indeed to the Lord's
people, inculcating various lessons and developing various
fruits of the spirit. After consecrating our lives to the Lord,
let us see to it that we exercise faith in him on whom we
have believed, and that we be persuaded that he is able to
keep guard over all of our interests against the day of
glorification and final reward. Divine wisdom is much more
able to mete out to us those expericnces, is much more able
to bring us into contact with those influences which will
work for our own development and growth as new creatures
than we ourselves could do. Even our Lord Jesus had this
attitude of mind when he said: “The cup which my Father
hath given me, shall I not drink it?"—John 8:11.
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PETER AND

CORNELIUS

—FEBRUARY 15.—AcTs 10: 30-48—
CORNELIUS AND I1IS VISION—HIS PRAYERS AND HIS ALMS ASCEND TO GOD IN DUE TIME-—THE VISION GIVEN TO

PETER-—THE FIRST PREACHING TO THE

GENTILES—THE

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS.

“The same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon him.—Romans 10:12.

ANY people, even Christians, seem to misunderstand
the Apostle’s statement that “God is no respecter of
persons”; they apply these words in a very different

way from that in which the Apostle used them. The Apostle
perceived that God is a respecter of character; but that he
is not a respecter of outward appearances. conditions, color
of skin, nationality, etc.,, since the expiration of God’s
special favor to the Jews. For more than eighteen centuries
God has been a respecter of persons: he had respected the
persons of the natural seed of Abraham and had given them
much advantage every way. (RRomans 3:1) It was not to
the discredit of any Jew to think that God would not extend
his favor to the Gentiles, because all they had known or
been taught tended to substantiate this view in their minds.

Jut three and one-half years after the cross, the period
which God had set apart as marking his special mercy and
favor to his chosen fleshly people expired and from that
time to this, both Jews and Gentiles approach God by one
channel and in one manner, namely, by full and complete
personal consecration, having accepted Christ Jesus as their
Redeemer and Savior from sin. Prior to that point of time
and on and after the Day of DPentecost, Jews could be
transferred from Moses, or the Tlouse of Servants, into
Christ, or the House of Sons. (llebrews 3:5, 6; Romans 11)
But now a new period in the divine dispensation had arrived
and it required a miraculous vision to assure the Apostle
that it was God’s will for him to go and preach to the
Fentiles. Ilere Peter had the privilege of fulfilling the
promise which his Lord had given him, namely, that he
should operate the keys of the kingdom of heaven. (Mat-
thew 16:19) He had exercised this authority on behalf of
the Jewish believers on the Day of Pentecost and now that
promise was completely fulfilled—the door was open for
hoth Jew and Gentile into the kingdom class of joint
heirs with Christ.

When the Apostle appeared at Cornelius’ home and
perceived that Cornelius had had direction concerning the
matter and that his faith had prompted him to gather his
household, and perhaps relatives and friends, he gave
utterance to the words: “Of a truth I perceive that God
ix no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him”.—Verses 34, 35.

DIVINE FELLOWSHIP NOT FOR ALL

It is a misapprehension, far too common, that anybody
and everybody may come to the Lord upon terms of
intimacy and familiarity. In consequence of such mis-
apprehensions many approach the fountain of grace without
authority, without invitation, and without acceptance;
because (ignoring the Apostle’s words) they do not fear
the Lord, and are not workers of righteousness, and are
not accepted with him.

Lack of instruction, and mis-instruction by Christians,
are responsible for much of this wrong condition existing in
nominal Christendom. Let us learn to follow carefully the
Scriptural program and precedent; let us not give the
impression that God is no respecter of character. Let us, on
the contrary, as Peter did, point out that reverence for God
is essential; that an endeavor to live righteously is an
essential, a reformation of life, a turning from sin to
righteousness ; and that, even then, none can be acceptable
to God except through the appointed way—faith in the
atonement work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Cornelius, the centurion, whose acceptance with God is
the subject of this lesson, was evidently converted to God
and to righteousness years prior to this incident. Indeed,
tradition has it, that he was the same centurion whose
servant was healed in response to his entreaty presented
before the Master. But this is the testimony of the Word:
he was a worshiper of God, a benevolent almsgiver, and his
tove of righteousnss and his congistent life were recognized
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among those with whom he had to do; yet, something more
was necessary before he could be accepted with God in the
proper sense of that word. There is a lesson here for those
who imagine that a reverence for God and morality are all
that is necessary to divine acceptance, as Cornelius had
these qualities in large measure for some time before his
acceptance. The Lord’s dealing with him may well be a
guide for all others who desire to approach him in covenant
relationship.

Although devout, Cornelius was not a Jew ; and he realiz-
ed himself to be outside the pule of special divine favor.
Still he prayed to God; we are not told for what he prayed,
but in harmony with the records we may readily suppose
that be prayed for enlightenment respecting the divine
character and plan, and for a closer approach to and a
deeper realization of divine favor and acceptance. Perhaps
he had learned considerable of Jesus and was perplexed on
this very subject; perhaps this fact led him to the earnest
prayers which the Lord saw fit to answer in a miraculous
manner, sending an angel to him and assuring him that his
prayers and his alms were appreciated of the Lord as
memorials of his piety.—Verse 4.

The angel intimated that something further than prayers
and good deeds wuas necessary; but the additional things
the angel was not commissioned to tell. Cornelius needed
to know of the Lord Jesus from the true standpoint: he
must exercise faith in him as his Redeemer, before the
memorials of his piety would count for anything with God,
or bring him into the desired relationship and under the
divine favor.

JEHOVAH’S HUMBLE INSTRUMENTALITIES

We know very well that the Lord could have promulgated
tha Gospel through the instrumentality of angels; but here,
us elsewhere, we sce that this was not his purpose; that he
was pleased to use consecrated human sons as his ambas-
sadors, to proclaim “the good tidings of great joy . . . for
all people”. What a great honor God has thus done us who
“were by nature children of wrath, even as others” of the
race, but who, having accepted divine favor in Christ, are
not only “accepted in the Beloved” but are made channels of
divine blessing and favor in the calling out of others. The
divine course in this respect has not only been an honor to
his adopted children, but, additionally, it has been a
blessing ; for what Christian does not know from experience
that great blessings come upon all who are faithful in
serving the Word to others? ‘Ile that watereth shall be
watered also himself.”—Proverbs 11:25.

Cornelius was instructed to send for the Apostle Peter
and was informed in advance that certain words he would
tell him were of importance; they would be essential to his
further progress in knowledge and in faith; it would be
through these words that he would be led into divine favor.
Cornelius’ readiness of mind is shown by the promptness of
his obedience. He not only prayed, but prepared to co-
Operate with God in the answering of his own prayers.
The three persons sent after Peter (two of them household
servants, and one of them a soldier, all devout persons, who
feared God) give us good evidence that this Gentile was
feeling after God, and striving to the best of his ability to
please and honor him, and not been keeping his light and
his primary faith under a bushel. It had shone out before
his family and servants and before the soldiers under his
control. This is the kind of man whom God delights to
acknowledge, whatever may be his nationality or the color
of his skin, and all such are recognized of the Lord and
favored above others with light and truth, ever since the
close of typical Israel’s special favor. There is a lesson
here that some of the Lord’s people need. It is that they
should let the light of the truth shine through them upon
all with whom they come in contact. The spirit of devotion
should pervade every family, every household, including
the servants.



JANUARY 1, 1920

Evidently Cornelius was full of faith in the Lord. He did
not wait to see if Peter would come; he felt confident that
he would come; he had faith in the Lord’s promise through
the angel : accordingly, he gathered together his friends and
relatives and household, those upon whom he had been
exercising influence, and who, like himself, were pious and
earnestly desirous of knowing all that they might learn
concerning the way of life, concerning the way of recon-
cilintion and harmony with God and all the principles of
rightousness which he represents.

TWO NOBLE MEN MEET

When Peter arrived at the house of Cornelius, and the
latter saw him and recognized him as God’s appointed
servant for the bringing of this message to him, he prostruat-
¢d himself at Peter’s feet in worship. How different Cor-
nelius was from the majority of Romans, especially of
Roman soldiers and oflicers! Instead of looking down upon
the Jew, instead of thinking of himself as a representative
of the greatest government of the world, at the time,
Cornelius was filled with the spirit of humility, and the fact
that his visitor represented the Lord ecalted forth from him
some of the same feelings that were filling his heart with
respect toward the Lord himself—feelings ot reverence.

But if the Centurion was noble and humble, the Apostle
Peter showed himself in response to be no less noble and
loyal to God; for he at once began to lift up the Centurion,
saying, “Stand up; I myself also am a man”. (Verse 26)
Peter commends himself to our hearts by this noble course,
by this refusal to receive unauthorized homage; and he
saved himself also from a great deal of trial by thus dis-
owning supernatural honor and authority promptly by
recognizing his true position, that he was only a broken and
empty vessel, valuable only because of the filling of the
vessel with the Lord’s spirit: distinguished only because the
Lord had been pleased to use him as a vessel of mercy
and truth.

Not many today are disposed to offer worship to fellow
creatures, and not many, except high dignitaries in ecclesi-
astical organizations, such as popes and prelates, consent to
receive worship; but all such have a rebuke in the course
of the Apostle Peter in this case. There is, perhaps, little
danger in our day that any of the brethren would receive
too much honor of men, because the spirit of our time is
running in the opposite direction. Nevertheless, wherever
a spirit of servility is manifest, it becomes the duty of the
brother to whom it is offered to refuse it; and to point his
fellow servant to the Lord as the real benefactor of us all,
from whom comes every good and perfect gift, by whatever
channels he may be pleased to use.

Peter coming into the house and finding a congregation
of earnest, God-fearing Gentiles assembled, asked the
pointed question: “For what intent have ye sent for me?”
(Verse 29) Cornelius then related something of his past
experience, his desire for fellowship with God and his
endeavor to live in a manner pleasing to him, the vision
that he had received, and now Peter's arrival in response
to that vision, and his expectancy that he was about to
hear what had been promised him. He was not saved by
his almsgiving, not saved by his prayers, nor yet by the
message which Peter delivered; but Peter’s message,
“words,” explaining matters, enabled Cornelius and his
household to grasp by faith the great redemption which is
in Christ Jesus, and thus to be saved.

JESUS AND HIM CRUCIFIED

We note with keen interest the Apostle’s preaching, that
we may clearly discern the life-giving message which he
brought, from which Cornelius and his associates derived
their saving faith. We find that Peter’s discourse was the
same gospel message which he had delivered repeatedly be-
fore. It was Jesus, the good, the benign, and the sacrifice for
sins which he accomplished when he died on the cross.
It was the message of the hope of a resurrection from the
dead through Jesus, as attested in his resurrection by the
mighty power of God. It was the message that a ransom
for sinners having been provided the Lord is now pleased
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to accept impertect beings on conditions of faith, reverence,
and obedience to righteousness according to ability. Peter’s
discourse was the old, old story, which to many has become
tedious and distasteful; but which to every soul in the
right attitude is the Father’s message of forgiveness of
sins, and reconciliation through the death of his Son. This
is the same messuge which God is still sending by all who
are his true ambassadors. There is no other gospel, and
those who present another message are not, in their service,
ambassadors for God, nor ministers and mouthpieces of
his spirit.

The Apostle Paul tells us that “it pleased God through
the foolishness of preaching to save them which believe”.
That is, it pleased God to adopt this method of declaring
the truth respecting his redemptive plan and to accept and
justify those who would believe and accept this testimony.
The testimony may reach people today through letters and
tracts or books, or through oral preaching. It matters not
what manner; it simply matters that the true message shall
be delivered, and received; but the message comes in-
variably, through the human channel, and not through
angels, nor by the holy spirit’s power or operution aside
from human agents. We are to beur in mind these lessons
of God’s methods, and to apply them appropriately in
connection with the affairs of life. We are not to expect
the Lord to move upon or instruct our friends or kindred
or neighbors; but are to remember that this honor he has
conferred upon his “royal priesthood”; and accordingly we
are to be “not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord;” serving the truth in any and every manner
open to us.

JUDGMENT OF QUICK AND DEAD

After delivering the message itself, Peter explained to
Jornelius that Jesus commanded the apostles to preach unto
the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained
of God to be the Judge of the quick and the dead. (Verse 42)
"The coming judgment, or trial, of the world is an important
part of the gospel message; and is not to be excluded in
the preaching of the gospel

What advantage could accrue to the world through the
death of Christ if there were no future judgment or trial
for them? All were judged once in the person of Adam;
and his condemnation passed upon atl. The world needs no
further judgment along the lines of the Adamic transgres-
sion and its weaknesses. The sentence for that transgres-
sion was complete, and leaves nothing that could be added.
The Judge was Jehovah himself, and the sentence was death.
And now the good tidings includes the fact that Christ is to
be the Judge of the world. This signifies that a new trial for
life is to be accorded to Adam and his race. This of itself
implies a release from the original death sentence; it implies
a redemption from the Adamic sentence, and an individual
trial to determine which members of the redeemed and
{o-be-tried race will be accounted worthy of everlasting
life. Yes, this is “good tidings of great joy” for the world;
even though the great adversary has deluded the vast
majority, even of Christians, into thinking that no new
trial is to be granted to the whole world, bought with the
precious blood of Christ.

Peter, in discoursing upon the matter, evidently had his
mind more widely open than ever before to a realization
of what our Lord meant in giving the general commission
to preach the gospel, not merely to the Jews, but to who-
cver would have an ear to hear. Peter was not expecting
“ears” among the Gentiles; but now he perceived that God
was not a respecter of nations and features, but that the
message was open to all, and he did his best to present it.
He proceeded to show that Jesus, as the Maessiah, was not
evidenced merely by the things connected with his ministry
and the ministry of his followers; but that all these things
were foreknown to God, and planned, and foretold through
the holy prophets of Israel, and that only in and through
the name and merit of Jesus, only to those exercising faith
in him, was God pleased to show a reconciled face, and
from such only was he willing to take away all sin and
shame, and to adopt them into his family.
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BROTHER W. A. BAKER

Hermiston, Ore
Pendleton, Ore

Jan.13,14
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Weston, Ore N 16
Joseph, Ore. ” 18
Weiser, Ida. S 20
Ontario, Ore. ..... . 21
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Orlando Bla. " 11
Apopka, Fla. ” 1

. 2
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Jacksonville, Fla. .,..Jan 14, 15
Dowling Palk Fla...
Bainbridge, Ga. .Y 18
Bronwood, Ga.
Columbus, Ga.
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BROTHER M. L. HERR

Atlanta, Ga. ~Jan. 4, B
Dallas, Ga. . 6
Rockmart, Ga. " 7
Cedartown, Ga. ” 8
Tallapoo%f{ Ga. e 11
Rome, Ga. L 11
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Texarkana, Tex. .._Jan. 10
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Plano, Tex., . * 13
McI\mnoy Tex. " 14
Greenvxlle, Tex. ...... ” 15
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Chattanooga, Tenn. 13

Albany, Ala, ... ” 14
Tuscumbia, Ala. ” 15
Cullman, Ala. » 16, 17
Birmingham, Ala, ... ” 18

G. S. KENDALL

BROTHER W. H. PICKERING

Evansville, Ind. ... Jan, 5
N

Boonville, Ind, _. 6
Wadesville, Ind. ” 7
Vincennes, Ind. .. " 8
Sullivan, "Ind. ” 9
Terre Huute, Ind. . » 11

Birthright, Tex. _ 16
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\\mnbboro Tex. 21
Dallas, Tex. ... ... 2
Brazil, Ind. .. ... Jan. 12
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Laurel, Miss, ’” 20

Louin, Miss. " 21
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BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

Maplewood, Pa.

Jan., 6
Wilkes-Barr e, Pa i 7

White Haven, Pa. .... 8
Lehighton, Pa. "
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Palmerton, Pa. ” 12

Northampton, I’a. ..Jan. 13

BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN

Midland, Ohio ... Jan. 8
Cincinnati, Ohio . 9
Portsmouth, Ohio ... » 11
Ironton, Ohio . s 12
Wellston, Ohio . " 13
Nelsonville, Ohio .... ” 14

Allentown, Pa. .. " 14
Baston, Pa. . ” 15
I’'en Argyl, Pa. " 16
East Stroudsburg, .Y 18
I.ansdale, Pa. ......... ” 19
Lanecaster, Ohio ... Jan. 15
Clooksulle Ohwo ... 7 16
Elwood Clty Pa, ” 18
Pittsburgh, Pa. ” 19
Zanesville, Ohio ” 20
Newark, Ohio 0T i 21

BROTHER W. J. THORN

"Temple, Tex. . ...Jgn. 6, 7

Belton, Tex. .. 8
Lampasas, Tex ” 9
Brownwood, Tex Y 11
Brookesmith Tex.... " 12
Miles, Tex., ........... " 14

Goldsbhoro, Tex. .....Jan. 1683

Gustine, Tex. . i 1
Purmela, Tex. .. " 19
Stephenville, Tex. ” 20

Dublin, Tex. ..... » 21
“entherford Tex. .. » 22

BROTHER 8. H. TOUTJIAN
9

Vancouver, Wash. ... Jan. Roseburg, Ore. . .....Jan. 18

Portland, Ore. . " 11 Rogue River, Ore. .... " 19

Salem, Qre. ... . 12 Medford, Ore, ... ... " 21

Dallas, Ore. .7 13,14 Ashland, Ore. . ........ 7 22

Eugene, Ore. . . 15 Chico, Cal. ... T 24

Eastside, Ore. ... " 17 Sacramento, Cal. ... " 25

BROTHER J. A, BAEUERLEIN

Stottville, N. Y. .. ...Jan, 4 Waterbury, Conn. . ..Jan.11
BROTHER E. W. BETLER

Springfield, Mass. ............ Jan.4 Providence, R. I. ..... .Jan, 11
BROTHER L. T. COHEN

Dover, N. J. ... Jan, 4 Beacon, N. Y. ... Jan. 11
BROTHER E. J. COWARD

Albany, N. Y. ... Jan. 4 Tamaqua, P’a. ............. Jan. 11
BROTHER E. L. DOCKEY

Elizabeth, N. J, ... Jan. 4 Schenectady, N. Y. .....Jan. 11

BROTHER A. D. ESHLEMAN

Hicksville, N. Y, ..__... Jan, 4 White Haven, Pa. ... Jan, 11
BROTHER A, R. GOUX

Valley Stream, N. Y, ...Jan 4 Dover, N. J. ....... ... Jan. 11

BROTHER G. H. FISHER

Easton, a. ... Jan. 4

BROTHER H. E. HAZLETT
New London, Conn, ...Jan., 4 Rochester, N. Y. ........ Jan.

BROTHER W. F. HUDGINGS

Johnstown, I’a. ......... Jan, 4 Elmira, N. Y. .. ... Jan.
BROTHER J. H. HOEVELER
Brooklyn, N, Y. ... Jan. 4 Tarrytown, N. Y. ....... Jan.
BROTHER A. H. MACMILLAN
Pittsburgh, Pa. ... Jan. 4 Gloversville, N. Y. ... Jan.
BROTHER R. J. MARTIN
Altoona, Pa. .............. Jan. 4 Reading, Pa. ... .. ... Jan.
BROTHER C. E. MYERS
Bridgeton, N. J. .......... Jan. 4 Clinton, N, J. ... ... Jan,
BROTHER H. H. RIEMER
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ......_. Jan. 4 Paterson, N. J. ... .Jan.
BROTHER F. H. ROBISON
New Haven, Conn....._... Jan. 4 Pottsville, Pa. ... Jan.
BROTHER H. A. SEKLEMIAN
Reac.ng, Pa. ... Jan, 4 Camden, N. J. ... ... Jan
BROTHER W. E. VAN AMBURGH
Buffalo, N, Y. ... Jan. 4 Lanecaster, I’a. . ...........Jan.
BROTHER C. A. WISE
Utieca, N. Y. .iees Jan. 4 Columbus, Ohio ... ... Jan.
BROTHER C. H. ZOOK
Newark, N. J. oo Jan. 4 Bangor, Pa. ........ ......... Jan.

New Brunswick, N, J....Jan.11
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BETHEL HYMNS FOR FEBRUARY

|

[ , After the close of the hymn the Bethel family lstens
to the reading of “My Vow Unto the Lord”, then joins In
prayer. At the breakfast table the Manna text is considered.

(1) 745 (2) 128; (3) 95; (4) 261; (b5) 166; (6) 110;
(7)165; (8) 233; (9) 119; (10) 196; (11) 328; (12) 267;
(13) 198; (14) 8; (15) 114; (16) 273; (17) 203; (18) 113;

(20) 277; (21) 87; (22) 99; (23) 242; (24) 145;

(26) 248; (27) 185; (28) 298; (29) 109.

i (19) 130;
J (25) 93;

|
!
|
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“I will stand upon my watch, and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to see what He will
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me.—Habakkuk 2:1.

Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity, the sea and the wives (
¢ ' s 4 V. *s (the restlesy, discontented) roaring, men's herts fq 14 p
t.mh ﬂl““ \2 llnL’lel’,llfh upan the carth (socfety )y, for the powers of the hesyvens (eeelestastieism) shall be ahukozx ® \\‘h(’-n”.\ -T >«fi{llrrl]x‘lx:-h:l“)n::’;rb{g}; ?}?(}'orr?:‘é l‘?'nklllgsg
en know thut the hingdom of God s at hand.  Look up, Lft up your head-, rejorce, for your redemption draweth nigh.—>Matthew 24,33, Mark 13.29; Luke 21:25-31



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WaTcn TOoweRr BIBLE & TRACT SoCikTY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”’, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.
Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society acecords, viz.,, Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into Lnglish is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible

students and teachers.

By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of ‘“the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a correspending price, a substitute]} for

all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:

6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: t1-

15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has

been hid in God, . .

. to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—*which in other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”’.—EBphesians 3: 5-9, 10.
It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures.
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It iy thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident ;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columins must be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come ‘“‘to all people”, and they find access, to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones’, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the ineeting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.-—Revelation 15: 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the faet that ‘“Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time”.—

Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:35, 6.

That the hope of the church is.that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he iS:'l" l-;e “partakers of the divine nature’,” and share his

glory as his joint-heir.—-1 John 3:2; John 17:

24; Romans 8:17; 2 P

eter

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age—LEphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:

14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial! kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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NEW METHOD OF MAILING TOWER

Beginning with the December 15th issue we have instituted a
new method of mailing out the WarcH TOWER which involves less
labor. The whole issue was delayed in mailing, due to the transfer
from_ Pittsburgh to Brookli'n. The January 1st number followed
closely upon the December 15th. Allowing for the original delay in
posting of about two weeks, we would be pleased to be advised of
any extraordinary delay in getting or of entire failure to receive
either of the issues named. This request does not apply to other
than United States territory, as ToweRs destined for foreign points
are carried under a stamp.

IN RE HOLIDAY LETTERS

The friends will understand that the press of the Lord's work
makes it almost impossible to make personal acknowledgement of
all holiday letters and remembrances that were sent to Brother
Rutherford and others of the brethren, and they will please accept
this notice as an acknowledgement of the deep heart appreciation
of the loving-kindness manifested. May the blessings of the Lord
be with each one.

LOCAL CONVENTIONS

Brother Rutherford and several Pilgrim brethren expect to serve
at each of the following Conventions. For further details commu:
nicate with the class secretaries given below:

DALLAS TEXAS Jan, 23-25; W. C. Dotson, 1315 Beaumont St.
HoUusTON, TEXAS......Jan, 24-26; F. W. Bobbitt, 1710 Poulk Ave.
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. Jan. 25-27; J. C. Edwards, 406 Mission St.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible
keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible. More
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages.
Prices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and
handling. Two sizes are issued (in English ouly) : the regular ma-
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size5”x 8",
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4”7 x 63”) ;
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in
the margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic
quesiions for convenient class use, Drices for both editions are
uniform. The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly
issued are permanently out of stock.

SERIES I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and
restitution ; 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 78c¢. Magazine
edition 15¢. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Ilollandish, Hungarian, Italian,
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrajnian;
regular cloth style, price uniform with Iinglish.

Scries II, “The Time is at Hand,” treats of the manner and
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony
on this subject: 366 pages, 76c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

SERIES 111, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
mark events connected with “the time of the end”, the glorification
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom ; it
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its
corroboration of certain Bible teachings: 380 pages, 75¢. Furnished
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Pelish, and Swedish.

SERIES IV, “The Battle of Armageddon,” shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert ihe end predicted
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that. of Zechariah
14:1-9: 656 pages, S5c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

SERIES V, “The Atonement Between God and Man,” treats an all
important subject, the center around which all features of divine
grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration
on the part of all true Christians: G618 pages, 85c. Procurqble
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

SeriEs VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1,2), and with the church, God’s new qreation. It ex-
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those calied and accepted as members of
the body of Christ: 730 pages, 85c, Supplied also in Dano-Nor-
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

No foreign editions in the nocket size.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

GENERAL Impression seems to prevail that all

is not right in the world ; but there is still a wide

diversity of opinion as to just what the trouble
is and just who is responsible for it. Political offiee
holders. few of whom seem to have any scttled idea of
what to do. have acceded to reactionary demands and
have insisted on helping some two hundred forty-nine
supposed radicals out of the country. By this action we
are asked to helieve that all is now peaceable and serene
in this broad land. Doubtless these radicals feel duly
flattered ; for the only logical deduction that can be made
is that those who feared them thought the radical argu-
ments were more powerful than their own.

Dr. William T. Mauning, of Trinity Church, New
York, has been reported as sayving that no foreign-born
agitators or native-horn traitors will be allowed to run
things in this country. When we notice that Dr. Man-
ning himself was born in Ingland we are led to wonder
what he means by foreign-born. Would he consider
our Lord Jesus to he foreign-horn?

Another polemic pastor resides in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, if his words, as reported by the Toledo Weekly
Blade, of December L. are a true index of his feelings:

“Members of St. Paul's M. E. Church at Wilmington, Del.,
applauded Rev. Carlisle Iubbard, pastor of the chureh,
when he declared that the three hundred radieals which the
covernment had decided to deport should not be deported,
but should be loaded on freight cars, taken outside the city,
lined up against a stone wall and filled full of shot.”

Would the Reverend ITubbard want this rule applied
to himself by those who disagree with him?

Dr. John Wesley i1l Methodist clergyvman, onetime
President of the International Peace Forum, is now
bent on making international peace in the following
manner:

“T Dbelieve in execufions, not excursions. If I were to
deport Bolshevisis T would have a ship of stone with %111\ of

lesud, the wrath of God for a gale, and hell for the nearest
port.”

Haman once held similar views.

UNREST DEEP ROOTED IN MEN

More pacific and more sane was the action of the
Central Hlinois District of the ILutheran Missouri
Synod, which is reported by the TToopeston (I1L) Ewven-
ing Herald as saying:

“Our present unrest is below the surface, it ix deep rooted
in the hearts of humanity. We have tried legislation but it
has not heen successful as a remedy.

“Strikes will not be finally settled until both sides in the
controversy accept the true meaning of religion.”

Tn similar strain runs the social ereed of the Presby-
terian church, which was set forth by the Syracuse
ITerald of November 30, as follows:

“Application of Christian principles to the conduct of in-
dustrial organizations,

“More cquitable distribution of wealth,

“Abatement of poverty.

“Abolition of child labor.

“Regulation of the conditions of the industrial occupation
of women.

“IRelease of every worker from work one day in seven.

“Kmployment of methods of conciliadion and arbitration
in industrial pursuits,

“Development of a Christian spirit in
~ociety toward offenders against the law.”

That ought not to require more than cight or mme
hundred years under the all-wise and all-powerful reign
of Christ, the Messianic reign.  But their disposition is
much more noble and commendable than those who
would make a desert and call it peace.

the attitude of

LEGISLATORS, CLERGYMEN, SPIRITS

Spiritism continues to hold the center of the stage,
hoth in ecclesiasticism and out of it. Newspapers advise
us that almost any night groups of legislators can be
found in the hcquonte(l Washington hotols, gathered
around tables in dark rooms receiving spiritistic mes-
sages by table tappings, rappings, ete.  Nearly every one
in Washington circles is said to he reading what Conan
Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge and DBaxsil I\mrr have written
on spiritism.

The various church organizations scem to be divided
on the subject of spiritism. Protestant pastors of Los
Angeles have formed what they call a Christian League
of Healing and elpful Service. They mect in the Y.
M. C. A. auditorium and state that their action in form-
ing the leazue is not for the object of fighting Christian
Science or of putting the doctors out of bhusiness, but
is a return to the old apostolic faith and the practise
followed by the apostolic church. It evidently has the
endorsement of the Church Federation, for the local
president of the Church Federation presided at their
initial meeting.

The Syduey (N. S. W.) Morning Herald adds thix
word concerning an Anglican bishop:

“Dr. Radford, 7;\ng]ic;m Bishop of Goulburn, preaching in
St. Matthew’s Church, Albury, said that it took the war to
establish what had hitherto been only accepted by devout
Christians, viz., the undoubted nearness of the living to
thoske who had passed beyond the vail. He was absolutely
convinced that there was in operation a mystic influence
between the living and the dead . . . However, after read-
ing whole reams on the subject, he could not accept as sub-
stantial truths the positive declarations of some of the most
eminent scientists of the age that communications between
the living and the dead had been established by direct
messages, These messages were so wrapped in vacuity, in
meaningless trivialities, that he could not bring himself to
believe that they could possibly be prepared by any of the
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type of Christian with whom he had come in contact. They
were far below the average standard of intelligence, and
could not, therefore, establish any new Christian truths.”

The simple Bible truth that the dead are dead, that
“the dead know not anything”, seems to he too simple
and too consistent for these wise ones of the world to see.

This learned gentleman recognizes the fact that there
is emptiness in the messages purporting to come {rom
dead relatives and {riends, yet he persists in believing
Satan’s lie.—Genesis 3:4, 5,

DR. CONWELL SEEING THINGS

Dr. Conwell, of Philadelphia, scems to be among the
confused. At least, this is the import of a report pub-
lished in the Philadelphia Ledger, of December 22, of a
discourse which Dr. Conwell gave on 2 Cor. 12:1-4:

“On that text the Rev. Dr. Rus<ell II. Conwell, pastor of
Baptist Temple and president of Temple University, last
night based his belief in the visitation of spirits to loved
ones left on this earth. To a congregation that crowded
the North Broad Street edifice to the doors Doctor Conwell
told how his wife had come to him as he lay abed, told him
where his Civil War honorable discharge papers were,
visited him again on the following morning, and again on
the third, the last time telling him where a penholder and
pen had been hidden by his housekeeper, that he might test
the statements of the apparition that it was his wife and
not the hallucination of an overwrought mind.”

The papers of December 11 gave us an item which
speaks well for some of the Protestant ministers of
Columbus, Ohio. We are truly happy to see God’s Word
defended by any one anywhere, and it is not likely that
it will be defended hy any one who does not love it. Their
sentiments were expressed in the following language:

“Spiritualists, if possessed with power to communicate
directly with the spirit world, are allied with the devil and
his fallen angels, is the claim made from a number of
local pulpits.

“Qpiritualism, though it comes to us under the guise of
modernism, yet is not modern, but is as old as the activities
of Satan among men, declared Rev. J. T. Britain, pastor
of the Central Presbyterian Church here, one of the most
prominent of the clergymen in Ohio’s capital city.

““The Old Testament declares spiritualism is idolatry, a
setting aside of God himself and morality, righteousness and
every true principle of human life,” continued Dr. Britain.
‘The New Testament is equally positive in its statements.’

“Qpiritualism takes advantage of people when they are
weak and worn out and morbid under life’'s bereavement
and, through lying spirits, deceives and ensnares,’ said
Rev. Charles F. Ulrich.

““Fallen angels, because of their superior powers, are able
to imitate the voice and mannerisms of our dead friends,
thus deceiving even the mediums who are under their
control, dectared Rev. W. H. Spring.”

ROMANISM VS. SPIRITISM

The Roman Catholic church has always been fairly
clear on the subject of spiritism, averring unhesitatingly
that it is of demoniacal origin. Two books have recently
been published under Catholic sanction which are quite
plam in attributing the wave of spiritistic activities to
Satan. Part of a half-page advertisement of these books
which was recently published in the New York Sun says:

“Fiction thinkers and theologians have turned all human-
ity over to spirits and spiritism. They assure us that in
the next world all is well—all will be happy— that good
spirits and the spirits of our own departed are ever near
us and guide us in our actions.”

BROOKLYN, N. Y

“We are buck in the dark ages, back to witcheraft and
necromancy, back to paganized, dollar-smeared relicion. The
Rev. John J. Wynne, always clear of thought and of prophecy,
says ‘it will be darker’. Spiritism is now dominant as
never before. The richest and most fashionable church in
the world [the Anglican] is said to be breaking apart be-
cause of Spiritism and Ouija.

“Kvery one who has given the matter serious thought is
convinced that spirits are always near us— but are they
always good spirits— always what they claim to be?”

One of these books, “Spiritism and Religion,” of
which Father John Liljenerants is the author, hears the
imprimatur of Cardinal Farley. The author does not
deny that preternatural influence may have caused some
of the phenomena reported. He says:

“While theological opinion strongly leans toward diabol-
ieal agency in spiritistic phenomena and in mediumship, no
definite conclusion will be reached on this point unless
positive proof for preternatural causation should be forth-
coming.”

All of which, translated out of its theological verhiage,
means that if somebody will prove that a given phenom-
anon is performed by some supernatural power, he will
take the time and trouble necessary to prove that that
supernatural power was demonism.

The second Catholic work on this subject is “The New
Black Magic”, by Dr. J. Godfrey Raupert. Dr. Raupert
very frankly declares his belief that devils may send mes-
sages, write on slates, imitate hand-writing, and throw
images on the plate of a camera. He was for a number
of years a member of the British Society for Psychical
Research, and declares that he has canght spirits Iving.
making them confess it. Dr. Ranpert says:

“Those spirits who come to us in forms and with the
voices of our dead, are not really the spirits of the dead at
all, but some of the fallen angels of which the true Revela-
tion speaks and which are known to have come with similar
pretenses and uwler identical disguixes in pre-Christian
times.”

The author quotes Hereward Carrington, who says
that—

“There is a true terror of the dark, and there are
‘principalities and powers’ with which we in our ignorance
toy without realizing the frightful consequences which may
result from this tampering with the unscen world.”

FAT OLD WOMEN AND SCIENCE

Rupert Hughes, soldier and author, thinks spiritism
would be nice if there were anything satisfying in it.
But the satisfying portion he fails to find. The T'oronto
Sunday World reports him in these words:

“It may well be true that there is a life after death.
It is horribly, almost intolerably, bitter fo assume that there
is not, and that so much beauty, so much longing, so much
preparation should find their be-all and end-all in this rotten
world. But the arguments that are bandied about, and the
documents that are flaunted, have not scientific logic or
compulsion enough to prove anything to a mind that is
peculiarly critical of what is most important.

“If we wish to establish a cable connection with Hurope
or a wireless station in Samoa, we do not go to fat old wownen
or back-street clairvoyants for aid. We do not put our
hands on tables and jiggle them, or with fatuous imbecility
follow the slippery ouija-board up and down the alphabert,
ignoring everything contrary to our wishes, magnifying
coincidences, accepting suspicious and appallingly unimpor-
tant messages as miraculous messages. We get the bext
scientists, the best mechanics.”



WORTHIES—ANCIENT AND MODERN

UESTION: Do the Scriptures teach that at this
time the Lord is developing a class which can be
properly designated a “modern worthy class”?

There has been much discussion of the above ques-
tion and we deem it necessary and proper that THE
Warci TowER now consider it.

Any class to whom the word worthy is properly ap-
plied must be a class that meets the divine requirements,
nierits and has a reward in prospect. The terms ancient
worthy and modern worthy do not appear in the Scrip-
tures in that form, but that does not at all militate
against the thought that such terms are proper if the
Scriptures taken as a whole warrant the use of them.
Without doubt the Scriptures do warrant the use of the
term worthy as applied to the faithful ancients. The
Apostle Paul (Hebrews 11) enumerates a long list of
taithful men from Abel to John, who, because of their
loyalty and devotion to the cause of righteousness, re-
ceived a good report and the approval of Jehovah and his
promise of the reward of a better resurrection, which
reward they will receive in God’s due time.

When considering any open question, such as this,
we must square our arguments with those doctrines
which have been definitely and conclusively determined.
By that we mean such doctrines about which there is no
doubt and which are not open to discussion. God is
consistent and all of his plan must be consistent ; hence
a just conclusion can be arrived at only by harmonizing
such conclusion with the well-settled doctrines of the
divine plan.

GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH JUSTIFIED

The Scriptures do definitely and conclusively settle
the question that God enters into relationship with only
those who are justified, and this is true because God can-
not deal with an unholy or unrighteous person to the
point of promising him a reward. Doubtless all will
concede this point. If this were not true, then there
would be inconsistencies in the divine arrangement, and
we know there are no inconsistencies.  When we come to
congider the question of worthies, as that term may be
applied to God’s creatures, we must take the Scriptural
requirements for our guide as to what constitutes a per-
son worthy to merit God’s approval.

We find the Scriptures lay down these three require-
ments as conditions precedent, which must be met and
performed in the order named before receiving the divine
approval, to wit:

(1) Taith in the promises of God, actively exercised
by the person, leading to justification.

(2) The sacrificial spirit manifested by such person
to the point of giving up everything, if necessary, in
order to prove loyal to the Lord and in order that the
promised reward might be had.

(3) Perfection through suffering, attained by cheer-
ful endurance of divinely permitted experiences.

First let us apply these well settled principles to those
mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews, 11th chap-
ter. He says, “By it [faith] the clders obtained a good
report.” Agaiun, “Without faith it is impossible to please
him.” By faith was Abraham justified. (Romans
4:1%-21) Taith means an intellectual understanding of
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the Word of God and an appreciation of that Word and
a confident reliance upon it; and the exercise of such a
faith of necessity means consecration, viz.,, an earnest
willingness to do God’s will.

OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS WORTHY

The approved ones mentioned by the Apostle in
Hebrews 11 manifested the spirit of sacrifice by acting
upon God’s promises and leaving their earthly posses-
sions in obedience to the divine requirement, wandering
about in the earth, living in caves, for they “looked for
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God”. They suffered persecution, waxed valiant in
fight, were tortured, refusing to accept deliverance, that
they might obtain the reward of a better resurrection—
*‘of whom the world was not worthy: . . . and these all,
having obtained a good report [approvall through faith,”
died, the promised reward being yet future. Thus we
sce that these faithful men of old met the requirements
above suggested. Tor this reason they are called worthy ;
and being men of ancient times, the term ancient worthy
is properly applied to them.

The same three divine requirements or rules were met
hy Jesus and must be met by all the members of his
hody. The Lord Jesus was, of course, justified because
he was perfect as a human being and perfectly kept the
law. He surrendered his will wholly to the Father and
manifested the sacrificing spirit in obedicnce to the
Father’s will to the fullest extent. “Though he was rich,
vet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) He suf-
fered indignities and persecutions and the most ignomin-
1ous death. “Though he were a son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suffered.” (Hebrews
5:8) That this divine rule is properly applied, St.
Paul makes clear, saying: “For it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in
hringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of
their salvation perfect through sufferings. TFor both he
that sanctificth and they who are sanctified are all of
one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them
brethren.,”—Hebrews 2:10, 11.

With the body members God enters into relation-
<hip only when they are justified by faith through
the merit of Christ Jesus, and then each of
those members must manifest the sacrificing spirit by
giving up carthly treasures that they may lay up heav-
enly treasures. (Matthew 6:19,20) They must follow
in the footsteps of Jesus, suffering in like manner the
indignities and reproaches that fell upon him. “For
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suf-
fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps.” (1 Peter 2:21) These are made
members of the body of Christ—heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together”. —Romans 8:17.-

JEHOVAH’S RULES DEPENDABLE

These three divine requirements, then, being definitely
stated hy the Scriptures, as applied to the ancient
worthies and to the members of the body of Christ, we
are justified in the conclusion that these are the divine
requirements with reference to all who are approved by
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Jehovah. The fixed rules of God are unchangeable. The
Scriptures nowhere warrant the conclusion that God
intends to reward any class with special favor who do not
meet these requirements.

The argument is sometimes made that there is a class
of noble people associated with those in present truth
who do not claim to be consecrated and who are not
consecrated, but who manifest a love for the truth and
a willingness to serve it in a measure; and it is claimed
that the Lord must have some special reward for such
a class; hence it is suggested that they would have a
place with the ancient worthies. The term modern
worthy has been carved and applied to such a class.
Some in present truth have noble relatives and friends
whom they love—and properly so—which friends or
relatives manifest a friendliness for the truth. It may
not be out of place to say that a desire on the part of
brethren in the Lord t6 sce their loved ones have a
better place in the kingdom has led them to the conclu-
sion that a loving God would provide something special
for this noble class of people.

Noble traits of character are insufficient to warrant
God’s approval. No man is perfect; and since God
cannot approve any unholy or imperfect being, the only
means whereby any one is approved since the death of
Christ is by faith in the merit of Christ’s sacrifice and the
imputation of that merit to him. That this conclusion
is correct is clearly demonstrated in the example of the
rich young ruler who came to Jesus and said: “I have
kept every part of the law from my youth up; now what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He must have been
a very noble young man. He was diligently striving to
observe both the letter and the spirit of the law; but
all this did not warrant his approval. Jesus replied to
him: “Tf thou wilt be perfect [justified, made holy or
complete], go and sell that thou hast, and give to the
poor . . . and follow me”.—Matthew 19:21.

Paraphrasing Jesus’ words, he said to this young
man: You are a noble young fellow; I am glad to see
vou making such an effort to keep the law. I love you
very much, but that does not warrant you to claim the
approval of God. What you must now do is to conse-
crate yourself unreservedly to do the will of the Lord,
sacrificing everything earthly that you have and mani-
festing that you have done so by following me. If you
would be my disciple, you must take up your cross and
follow me. Of course, to follow Jesus meant that he
must be justified and made perfect through suffering.

“BROTHERS.IN.LAW” TO TRUTH

Applying these definitely fixed rules with reference to
the children and the noble relatives of the consecrated,
and others who are friends of the truth and who possess
many noble traits of character, can we say that these
meet the divine requirements? Have they exercised faith
to the point of justification? In order to do this they
must make a full consecration to do the Lord’s will,
as the Lord does not justify any at this time who do not
consecrate. Any suffering for righteousness’ sake by one
who is not consecrated and justified cannot be counted
in as suffering that leads to perfection; because that is
not the divine rule. Consecration and justification must
come first, then the sacrificing spirit, then the suffering,
leading to perfection. It would seem that those here
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named do not meet any of the divine rules and, there-
fore, could not be properly assigned to the worthy class.

Sometimes we hear the terms “brother-in-law” or
“half brother in the truth” applied to some who associate
with the Lord’s people and who manifest noble traits
of character ; and it has been suggested that these might
have a place with the ancient worthies. Neither reason
nor the Scriptures would seem to warrant such a con-
clusion. Jesus himself laid down the rule that knowl-
edge brings responsibility. He told the people of Jewry
that it would be more tolerable for those of Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for them. This
was evidently based upon the principle that the Jews
had some knowledge, some light, and therefore responsi-
bility to that extent; while the peoples of Sodom and
Gomorrah had no light.

The Apostle Paul speaks of a class that reccive the
grace of God in vain. (2 Corinthians 6:1) This may
be applied to any one who does not profit by the knowl-
edge he reccives of the divine plan for his salvation.
Would we be warranted, then, in saying that because one
knows of the truth, associates with friends in the truth,
manifests a love for the truth, and yet says, I prefer
the things of the earth and do not wish to make a con-
secration, such an one would be rewarded with a special
place with the ancient worthies? Such a conclusion does
not seem reasonable and it does not scem to be in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures.

SPECIFIC TEXTS EXAMINED

Certain texts of Scripture have been cited, which we
are asked to examine, relative to this question, and these
we here consider.

“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which
have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek
meckness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger.”—Zephaniah 2: 3.

The word wrought here means performed, i. e., you
who have performed the judicial determination or ordi-
nances of God. It is quite evident that the text applies
to a time of special trouble upon the peoples of earth.
To whom, then, could the Lord here have addressed
himself? God dealt with the nation of Israel alone prior
to the coming of Christ Jesus. His judgment or judicial
determination with reference to that people was an-
nounced by Jesus when he rode into Jerusalem, saying,
“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate”. From
then until now therc have always been some Jews await-
ing the coming Messiah. There is a large number
Jews in the earth now who are anticipating the coming
of the Messiah. Israel as a people has performed or
wrought the judgment or judicial determination of God
in this, that they have becn cast off as a nation for many
centuries and yet have held on to the hopes relating to
the Messiah. Other Scriptures clearly indicate that
after these Jews have returned to the land of Palestine
and have in some measure been builded there a special
time of testing and trouble, designated in the Scriptures
as Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7), will come upon
them. This prophecy applies to Israel. It does not
seem to be applicable to any one else.

Those Jews who have faithfully waited for the com-
ing of Messiah have kept the ordinances as best they
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could, have looked for the Messiah to return, have exer-
cised faith in God, and now are told that if they will
seck the Lord, seek righteousncss and meekness, they
have the promise of being hid in this great trouble that
is coming upon Israel. But cven should it be contended
that this Seripture applies to all who seek righteousness
and meckness, it must be observed that no reward is
promised, but the only promise is: “It may be ye shall
be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger”.

There is nothing in this Seripture to warrant the con-
clusion that any one there designated would be rewarded
by the Lord to the extent of heing made associates with
the ancient worthies as his legal representatives in the
carth. And again, when we apply the three fixed rules
ahove mentioned there is no indication that a single one
of them has been met. Hence we must conclude that
this text has no reference whatsoever to a modern
worthy class.

REMEMBERING THE POOR

Another text cited by some as proof that the Lord is
developing a modern worthy class is Psalm 41:1, 28—
“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will
deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord will preserve
him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon
the carth; and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will
of his enemies.”

Applying the three fixed rules herein mentioned, we
see that not one of the requirements has been met by
the class described. The promise in this text is that
the man who will be considerate of the poor and be kind
to them the Lord will deliver in the time of trouble and
he shall have a blessing upon the earth, but no intimation
thathe shalloccupya position of special favor. Its applica-
tion, therefore, must be to a class of people who secek
to do right because of their love for the principles of
righteousness, and these may have a hope of being
carried over, through the time of trouble, and thereby
excaping actual death.

Another text submitted for consideration is: “And
it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord.
two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third
shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined,
and will try them as gold is tried ; they shall call on my
name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people:
and they shall say, The Lord is my God.”—Zechariah
13:8,9.

This Scripture seems to describe a class that will pass
through special suffering and to whom God will grant
some special favor. The question is, Could it apply to
any class now in course of development? When we ex-
amine the context more light is shed upon the meaning
of this passage.

A VERY BURDENSOME STONE

In the preceding chapter (verse 3) this same Prophet
says: “In that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome
stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it
shall he cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth
be gathered together against it.” In THE WaTcH TowER
of 1879, Brother Russell specifically applied this Serip-
ture to Jacob’s trouble. (Z’79-9-2) This seems to be in
harmony with reason and with other Scriptures. Here
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the Prophet seemingly desribes other nations gathering
themselves against Jerusalem, moved by a jealous spirit.
We can note the elements preparing for this very time.
For the past year the Jews have been attempting to cs-
tablish a nation of their own in Palestine, and while
all the nations scemed to approve to begin with, there
is now developing evidence of a spirit of jealousy on the
part of certain nations, pointing to a time when this
may culminate in a general assault against the Jews in
Palestine. As the other nations grow weaker and
weaker and sec the Jews making some progress, they
will doubtless gather against the people of Israel, re-
sulting in Jacob’s trouble.

Further the Prophet says: “And it shall come to pass
in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerun-
salem, the spir